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to afford to the House of Representatives 
information which they had directed your com- 
mittee to obtain. 

The first of these was responded to by the com- 
mittee of directors, and the information furnished. 
Though useful, it was comparatively unimportant. 

The board of directors, after deliberation, re- 
fused to comply with the other calls, for reasons 


| 


which will be found in their resolution in the ap- | 


endix, and which reasons deserve examination, 
as manifesting the deliberate purpose of the di- | 
rectors to resist all attempts to examine into the 
proceedings of the corporation in the latitude | 
required by your resolution. (App. E.) 
hey say that the board of directors do not feel 
themselves at liberty to comply with the require- | 
ment of the Committee of Investigation, because 
‘« part ”’ of the copies called for ‘‘ relate to matters 
over which the board have no control.”’ 


This reason, it is plain, cannot have had much | 


weight in producing the decision of the board. If | 
only a part of the information desired was beyond 

the control of the board, that fact could have been | 
stated, and this committee would have cheerfully | 
received the residue. 


it would be impossible for them to do so “within | 
‘any reasonable time, having ascertained, by a_ 
‘careful examination, that the copies and state- 
‘ments called for by the resolutions of the 29th 


‘ultimo alone, would require the uninterrupted || 
‘labor of two clerks for at least ten months.” |] 
This reason, it is also fair to presume, could not | 


have influenced the decision of the 
board. in truth, an entire compliance with all | 
the resolutions would require great labor, still that | 
did not justify the refusal to comply with any one | 
ofthem. Besides, the whole objection could have | 
been obviated by the employment of more clerks | 
than two, the compensation to whom, if paid 


ee 
f, 


been well expended in gratifying the requirement 
of the House of Representatives. 

3d. The board say they cannot “‘ comply, inas- 
* much as in respect toa - of the papers called | 
‘ for, the effect would be the same as the surrender | 
‘ of their books and papers to a secret and ex parle 
* examination.”’ 

Who can read this last reason for refusing, given 
by the directors, and fail to perceive that this com- | 
mittee is justified in declaring that, without the | 
aid of compulsory ‘process, they cannot obey the 
directions of the House? If extracts from their 
own books, made by their own clerks, will not be 
furnished, because they might be used to conduct 
an ex parte examination, what benefit could this | 
committee expect to derive by access to the books 
themselves ? 

Permission to take extracts for themselves could, 
and probably would, be denied for the same rea- 
sons; and a committee of the House, without 
peeee to compel obedience to its demands, would 

ave power to make no use of the books, which 
were not approved by the directors themselves. 
And the House will be at no loss to determine 
what latitude they would be willing to give their | 
inquiries. And, without authentic extracts, such 
as were unhesitatingly furnished by the bank to 
both the former committees of investigation, your | 
committee could very imperfectly convey to the 
House the grounds of their conclusions or the | 
result of their inspection and examination. 

In what condition, then, is your committee 
placed? The House have commanded them to 
inquire ‘* what corruptions and abuses have existed | 
in the management of the bank;’’ whether it has 
used ‘* corporate power, or money, to interfere in 
politics, or influence elections.”’ 

To do this they have attempted to use the onl 
means that can, by possibility, enable them to fulfil 
this duty; and they are refused by the directors | 
access to those means which are in their custody, 
oe wat, by their charter, they are bound to 
urnish. 


Because, say they, the inquiry this committee 
29 





|| into. 
| specifically charged, then the directors are to devide | 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 1834. _ 


the | has been charged to make, “can only be rightfully | 


| extended to alleged violations of the charter.’’ And | 


even these violations of charter are not to be in- 
| quired of until the board is furnished with'*‘ a spe- 
| cification of all the charges intended to be inquired 
”* Should supposed violations of charter be 


| whether the facts, if true as stated, would amount 
to technical violations of charter, and then, and not 
till then, will your committee be — to 
‘* proceed with them in order as stated.”’ 

be said, that these pretences, by which the bank 


. 


of its charter, are in themselves, derogatory to the 
| dignity, and contemputous to the authority of the 
| House, to which it in part owes its being. 

| ‘The committee believe that these proceedings 


| of the bank directors, denying vital and essential 


powers to the two Houses of Congress, and as- 
_ Serting, in effect, a paramount and controlling 
| authority over both in executing a power devised 
: a 

/as a check upon the bank itself, would justify a 
more extended comment. But confiding in the 


diposition of the House to maintain its own rights 


|| and dignity, and to sustain your committee in the 
2d. The board say they cannot comply because || 


faithful discharge of their duty, they present, as a 
part of this report, the various resolutions adopted 
by your committee, with those received from the 
agents of the bank, as an appendix, declaratory of 
| the powers believed to be possessed, and the pur- 
poses of your committee. 


themselves, vindicate their conduct and proceed- 
| ings from all those imputations which are to be 
'found in the various communications of the di- 
| rectors, and their committee, and will serve to show 
| that they have afforded no justification whatever 
for the extraordinary position ultimately taken by 
the committee of directors and the board. But 


ae Pe) the seteppes et || that their determination not to permitany conduct 
either by the bank or this committee, would have || 


of their8 not involving breach of charter, to be 
| investigated, must have been entertained long 


| before it was made known to yourcommittee—and 


|| that it was not communicated until every other 


| means of preventing the examination had proved 
unavailing. But for this conduct, which your 
| committee cannot regard as distinguished by frank- 
| ness and candor, the absence of your committee 


| from their duties in this House would have been 


|| of much shorter continuance. 


Believing they had now exhausted, in their 


|| efforts to execute the duty devolved upon them, 
| all reasonable means, depending solely upon the 


| provisions of the bank charter, to obtain the in- 
| spection of the books of this corporation, your 
committee were at last reluctantly compelled to 
resort to the subpenas which had been furnished 
to them under the seal of this House, and attested 


by its Clerk. They, thereby, on the 9th instant, || 


directed the marshal of the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania to summon Nicholas Biddle, (presi- 


|| dent,) and thirteen other persons, directors of the 


| bank, to attend at their committee-room on the next 
| day, at twelve o’clock, at noon, to testify con- 


|| cerning the matters of which your committee were 


| authorized to inquire, and to bring with them 
| certain books, therein named, forinspection. The 
marsha! served the summons in due form of law; 

and“at the time appointed, the persons therein 
| named appeared before the committee, and pre- 
sented a written communication, signed by each 
of them, as the answer of each to the requirements 
of the subpeena, (which isin the appendix marked 
F.) In this paper they declare ** that they do not 
| * produce the books required, because they arenot 
| © in the custody of either of us, but, as has been 
* heretofore stated, of the board,’’ and add, ** con- 
‘sidering that as corporators and directors, we 


|| are parties to the proceeding, we do not consider 


‘ ourselves bound to testify, and therefore respect- 
‘ fully decline to do so.” 

our committee will not dwell long to answer 
these technical excuses for this contempt of the 
lawful mandate of the House. They are to be 
found at large in the written document above 





It must | 


would justify its bold disregard of the provisions | 





They believe that these resolutions will, of || 
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referredto. Mostof them, it is belieyed, have been 
already satisfactorily answered. The two novel 
excuses herein set forth cannot but be condemned 
as insufficient. The first is founded on a very 
refined distinction between the power of the di- 
rectors as persons and as corpurators. The same 
persons have and have not power to submit the 
books. As corporators, the custody of the books 
isin them; but as individuals, although collective- 
ly assembled, the same books are not under their 
control. Thus, by an attenuated technicality, the 
lawful authority of tue House is to be defied. If 


| in one room of the bank, they must be esteemed 
| as ‘* individual citizens,” who may law/ully. dis- 


regard the subpena duces tecum, because they have 
not the book demanded—if, in another room of 
the same house, by a transmigration not known to 


| heathen philosophy, their identity is gone—they 
have become mere ideal creatures, on which not 
even a subpena ad lestijicandum can be served. To 





make this excuse still more extraordinary, let it 
be remembered that seven of the gentlemen by 
whom it is offered had been appointed by the board 
of directors to exhibit the books of the bank for 
inspection, and of course must have had the right 
to their exclusive possession for that purpose. 
The reason assigned for the refusal to be sworn 
is parallel with that which has just been consid- 


'ered. They claim that, as corporators and direct- 
| ors, they are parties to the proceedings of the 


House, and therefore not bound to give testimony. 
It is a humane rule, to be found in the criminal 
law, which declares that no man shall be com- 
pelled to criminate himself, and one which this 
committee would be unwilling, under any circum- 


| Stances, to deny; but your committee arenot aware 
| of any principle of evidence which will excuse a 


person for refusing to give testimony, simply 
because it may subject him to a civil action. 
There are provisions in the bank charter, making 
the directors liable to a civil suit if proved to have 
participated in certain transactions therein men- 
tioned. But it ought not to be supposed that any- 
thing can be found on the books of the bank that 
would subject the directors to a criminal prosecu- 
tion. Even if the latter supposition be not entirely 


| without foundation, still it is insisted that a witness 


called on to testify, must do so, unless the court 
or other tribunal before which he appears shall 
adjudge that he is interested. That question the 
witness cannot be permitted to decide for himself, 
otherwise evidence might be withheld without good 
cause. As to the supposition that the directors, 
or the corporation under their control, are to be 
considered parties to the inquest this committee was 
directed to institute, it has already been answered 
in this report, and needs no further reply. If the 
inquest had been prosecuted, and had satiafied 
Congress or the President that a scire facias ought 
to issue, then, and not till then, could the bank 
directors become parties to the proceeding, and 
under that principle, attempt to conceal transac- 
tions known only to themselves; and even then 
their books might be used as evidence against them. 
Justice requires us to add, that the directors; 
while they protested against our right to examine 
them, declared they had had no knowledge, which, 
if a necessary regard to their duty and the rights 
of others permitted, they would not willingly 
expose without reserve. 

nder such circumstances, it is to be regretted 
that they have not imitated the course of the direct- 
ors of 1819 and 1832, by waiving their supposed 
technical rights, and inviting an unrestrained 
examination of their proceedings. Such conduct 
could not but have gained public approbation; and 
it is humbly conceived, could not have been rea- 
sonably objected to by any person having busi- 
ness with the institution. If such had been the 
course of the directors, the committee hope to be 
pardoned for saying it was their purpose to have 
endeavored to have performed the duties which 
had been enjoined, thoroughly, impartially, and 
with a rigid adherence to the immutable principles 
of truth and justice. 
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have been set at naught, defied, and coutemned. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


Thus, your committee conclude, the just power | enable Edmund Brooke, of Georgetown, to bring | assume this expense as a matter of course. It was 
and authority of the House of Representatives || intothe District certain negro slaves from Virginia, 


Thus, the charter of the Bank of the United |} the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


States has been deliberately violated, hy repeated 


this committee. ; 
Thus have the just expectations of the Flouse 


and of their constituents been disappointed, and all | 


means of obtaining the best and most accurate in- 


formation concefning the operations of a controling | 


moneyed institution, been cut off and denied. 
It remains for the House and the country to 
decide how far this conduct of that directory has 


j 





ii 


refusalg of the directors of that corporation to | 
submit their books and papers to the inspection of | 


| The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James P. Hainesworth, deceased, was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill granting pensions to certain persons | 
| therein named was taken up, and on an amend- 
_ ment proposing to strike out the name of William 
Shaler,-a debate ensued, in which Messrs. TOM- 
LINSON, EWING, PRENTISS, KANE, and 
CHAMBERS, participated. 


||, The amendment finally prevailed by the follow- | 


been dictated by their eolemn duty, as declared, | 


to protect the interests of others committed espe- 
cially to their protection. 
to those principles of action which are based on 
conscious integrity and uprightness of purpose, 
which defies scrutiny, and invites investigation; 
and how far it shall be rcecived as a plea of guilty 
to the high misdemeanors which they insist have 
been charged against the corporation of which 
they have the management and control, 

‘hese grave questions, with others growing 
out of the transactions and proceedings, are left 
to be decided by the Hlouse of Representatives. 

To elicit those opinions, the following resolu- 
tions are most respectfully submitted: 

1. Resolved, That,.by the charter of the Bank 
of the United States, the right was expressly 
reserved to either House of Congress, by the ap- 
pointment of a cémmittee, to inspect the books, 
and to examine into the proceedings of the said 
bunk, as well as to ascertain if at any time it had 
violated its charter. 

2. Resolved, That the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, passed on the 4th of April, 
1834, for the appointment of a committee with full 
powers to make the investigations embraced in 
said resolution, was in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the charter of said bank and the power 
of this House, 

3. Resolved, That the President and Board of 
Directors of the Bank of the United States, by 
refusing to submit for inspection the books and 
papers of the bank, as called for by the committee 
of the House of Representatives, have contemned 
the legitimate authority of the House, asserting 
for themselves powers and privileges not contem- 
plated by the framers of their charter, nor in fair- 
ness deducible from any of the terms or provisions 
of that instrument. 

4. Resolved, That either House of Congress has 
the right to compel the production of any such 
books or papers as have been called for by their 
committee, and also to compel said president and 
directors to testify to such interrogatories as were 
necessary to a full and perfect understanding of 
the proceedings of the bank at any pericd within 
the term of its existence. 

5. Resolved, That the Speaker of this House do 
issue his warrant to the Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest 
Nicholas Biddle, president, Manuel Eyre, Law- 
rence Lewis, Ambrose White, Daniel W. Cox, 
John Holmes, Charles Chauncey, John Goddard, 
John R. Neff, William Platt, Matthew Newkirk, 
James C. Fisher, John S. Henry, and John Ser- 
geant, directors of the Bank of the United States, 
and bring them to the bar of this House, to answer 
for their contempt of its lawful authority. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, June 14, 1834. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives, regulating the value 
of foreign silver coins, reported the same, with 
amendments, and which bill (he said) he should 
ask the Senate to take up early next week. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that on Monday 
next he should move to take up the general ap- 
propriation bill; and if its details could not be 
gone through with on*that day, he should again 
move that it be taken upon Wednesday, as Tues- 
day had been set apart for the consideration of the 
French spoliation bill. 


BILLS. 
Thc bill from the House of Representatives, to 


Llow far it conforms | 


ing vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, | 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, 
Linn, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Shep- 
ley, Silsbee, Smith, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, | 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wright— | 
o4. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clayton, Ewing, | 
Kent, Naudain, Robbins, Southard, and Wagga- | 


LOBE. 


June 


14, 








i | a matter of grace that the United States paid any 
| was read a first and second time, and referred to || part of such claims. 


Now, if interest is to be 
allowed on these claims, how strong must be the 
claims of individuals who have had accounts set. 
tled on the same principles? In many cases the 
sums allowed to States were the claims of individ- 
uals—the States as such had never advanced any- 


| thing; but, after the allowances were made to the 
| States, these individuals for the first time received 
their pay. Now, ifthe accounts shall be reopened, 


and further allowances shall be made, will the 


States pay those individuals, according to their 


several claims, or will they retain the whole 
amount? 

Let us for a moment reflect what will be the 
effect of the precedent presented by this bill. If 
interest must be allowed to the States for expendi- 
tures in which the States had an equal interest 


| with the United States; if settlements made fifteen 
/or twenty years ago with the States, are to be 


| man—8. i} 


After some other amendments, striking out the 
name of William P. Shaw and others, the bill was | 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. HENDRICKS made an ineffectual effort 
to take up the bill to improve the navigation of the 
Wabash river. 


The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of the widow and children 
of George Ludlum, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Lucy Loomis; 





i 





/and services rendered during the late war with 


| especially appointed on behelf of the States; and 


A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Dr. John Berrien, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of General James Taylor, | 
late quartermaster general and district paymaster 
_in the Army of the United States. 

The bill providing for the final settlement of the 
claims of States, for interest on advances to the 
United States made during the last war, being under 
consideration, 


Mr. HILL said: 
This bill is for the payment of interest on the | 
claims of the several States, for money advanced | 





Great Britain. Not only does it introduce a new 
principle in the computation of interest, but it | 


| Opens accounts which have been settled many | 


years since, and which most of the States had con- 
sidered as finally closed. 
It is to be remarked, that in settling the several 


ance was pursued at the Treasury Department; | 


| that the one pores the scrutiny of the account- 


ing officers, under the superintendence of agents | 


| that the claims, about which there was little doubt, 
were allowed at once, or as soon as they could be 
examined. In making these settlements, more or 


were not, in all instances, for money advanced by 
the States. Volunteer militia frequently turned | 
out in cases of alarm, and were in service for a 
short period only. These and other services were | 
performed in many instances with no expectation 
of charging either the State or the United States. | 


But, as was natural, when it was understood that || 


payment would be assumed by the General Gov- 
ernment, the several States made up their accounts, 
embracing services and expenses of every kind, 
including as well those expenditures that were 
unauthorized, as those that were authorized by the 
General Government. It is believed that the allow- | 
ances ultimately made were considered by most of | 


naemnpnentinsenaihGttinanigamnnsineen 


opened at this time for the purpose of allowing 
such interest—can we hereafter deny to individ- 
uals who have had settlements made, and allow- 
ances paid, the reopening of their accounts? If 
we allow those settlements with States to be 
opened for services during the last war, shall we 
not be bound to reopen the accounts of individuals 


|| for any and every service and expenditure made 
|| by private individuals from the commencement of 


the war of the Revolution to the present month ? 
We have, Mr. President, but commenced the 
payment of our national debt, if the principle 
adopted in this bill shall prevail. A hundred mil- 
lions of dollars will not satisfy all the claims that 
may be made perhaps with equal justice as those 
which are allowed in this bill. 

As to how much will be immediately taken from 
the Treasury if this bill shall become a law, after 
diligent inquiry, I have not been able to ascertain 
the amount. Two years ago, that vigilant and 


|| faithful officer who has had much to do in the set- 


| tlement of these accounts, the Third Auditor, was 


requested to make a calculation what would then 
be the amount which would be due on the bill 
allowing the State interest which then passed both 
Houses of Congress. He answered that it was 
impossible to tell, as there was no data in his 
department by which it could be ascertained at 
what time interest should commence. He did, 


however, attempt a rough estimate, and from this 


he supposed the amount in that bill then due, 
would exceed ONE MILLION THREE HUN- 
DRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. His estimate, 


| undoubtedly, was below the mark. 


There are some claims in most of the States 


| which have been rejected by the rules adopted for 


claims of the States, a uniform principle of allow- || 


the settlement of the army accounts. It is believed 
that the Government has been extremely liberal 


in allowing these claims, and that the States have 


' 
| 


little cause to comp!ain. of those parts of their 
claims which have been denied. This law, Mr. 


| President, will reverse the usual order of things— 


less of the claims were disallowed. The claims || 


it will place those claims which are of doubtful 
merit in a better position than those about which 
there is no doubt; because those claims which 
have been longest delayed, are the claims which 
will be best paid. 

Since the commencement of the present Admin- 
istration, a portion of the claim which has long 
been preferred by Massachusetts, amounting to 
something like half a million of dollars, has been 
allowed by Congress, and paid. If interest shall 


be allowed on that allowance, the amount to be 
| paid will be greater than that which has been 


the States to be very liberal. || 


[t will be remarked, that these State claims do 
not present as strong an appeal to the public jus- | 
| tice as do the claims of individuals, which were 
| settled on similar principles. 
| in many instances made for the defence of the | 
| States themselves; and on the subject of military 
| defences, the several State governments had a 
joint interest with the Government of the United , 
States. It was not expected, in those cases where | 


| alread 


paid. But this is not all: Massachusetts 
holds behind a still greater amount of claim. I 
believe her demand is now about half a million of 
dollars more; ard her interest account at this time 
will be greater than the principal. 

It is well recollected that the State of Massachu- 


| setts refused to call out her militia during the late 


The services were || 


} 


war with Great Britain, as they wererequired by 
a law of the Government. When that State was 
invaded by a foreign enemy, she held herself back 
—she failed to drive that enemy from her borders, 


| when it was in her power to doit. Nay, itseemed 


' 


} 


i 
| 


the service was not especially ordered by the Gen- 1 t 
eral Government, that the United States would | the conduct ofthat State, sustained as the course of 


. 


for a time that her real intention in calliug out 
troops was rather toturn herarms against ourown 
Government, than against the foreign enemy. The 
moral sentiment of the country was shocked at 











her Executive was by both her legislature and her 


iudiciary. But on the principle of this bill, her || 


claim will be better treated in the end than that of 


any other State. If she had obtained the money | 


ears ago, she would not have had it in her power 


to invest it at parin Government six per cent. | 


stock; and of course it is better that until this time 


she has never been paid, if she shall get her whole | 


claim in the end. 

I cannot consent, Mr. President, to pay Massa- 
chusetts the enormous amount which this bill will 
give her. Theamendment proposed by aSenator 
from that State [Mr. Sirsspee] contemplates inter- 


est not only on what she has obiained, but on all | 


she shall obtain hereafter. 

The bill which passed the Senate two years ago, 
and was vetoed by the President, is, I believe, sim- 
ilar to the bill now under consideration. Had that 
bill become a law, not only would millions have 
been drawn from the Treasury to pay the interest 
on the principal sums which had already been 


allowed, but the States would have pressed the | 


several items of account that had been justly disal- 


lowed. The State of Massachusetts, having seized | 


with greedy eagerngs on her half million for in- 
terest on that part already allowed, would have 


further pressed her great claim, long held back, | 


for the purpose of taking principal and interest on 
that also. 
I am myself a native of Massachusetts, and 


never in my life did I converse with a sensible, | 


honest Democrat and friend to his country, belong- 


ing to that State, on the subject, who did not con- | 


fess that the Government would be right never to 


allow adollar of herclaim. The friends of thelate | 


Administration dared not to urge this claim when 
a citizen of Massachusetts was at the head of the 


Government; but the same party were very adroit | 


to throw the allowance of half a million of that 


justly repudiated claim on the Administration of | 


General Jackson, and they now asxdroitly attempt 
to impose on his Administration the payment of 
interest, equal to, if not exceeding in amount, the 
original allowance. 

I must confess that the calls which have been 
made on the Treasury since the commencement of 
the present Administration have been most extrav- 
agant. By nomeans the least extravagant will be 
the amount directly allowed by this bill. 
system of the opposition who make up the majority 


diture, that the Treasury may become bankrupt? 
Does this opposition wish to see the tax on tea 
and coffee, on salt and other necessaries and con- 
veniences of life which have been taken off, again 
put on, that ‘* American industry”? may be en- 
couraged? If, at a time when, according to the 
stories which have daily dinned our ears for the 


Is it the || 


‘the local banks, where it is now, or wherever 
‘else it may be, until the next session of Congress 
‘at least, unless it should be the pleasure of the 
‘ President of the United States, in the plenitude 
|*of his omnipotenual authority, to transfer its 
|| custody elsewhere. We shall be agreeaby dis- 
| * appointed if, by the time Congress gets together 
‘again, there will be much of the public treasure ac- 
* cessib!e to deposite or to transfer anywhere.”’ 

Very complacent, to be sure! Can anything 
exceed the insolence of these bloated parasites and 
panders of a corrupt monopoly, who are not only 
feasting on the fruits of their corruption, but who 
have thrown themselves upon the Treasury, in op- 


position to the will of the people, and are actually | 


receiving between one and two hundred thdéusand 


dollars of the public money in the very year in | 


which they anticipate a bankrupt treasury ? 


from the public crib? 
will not be much of the public treasure accessible after 
the present year! Well indeed would it have been 
for the people if there had been no surplus money 
in the 
}| reptitiously authorized by resolutions smuggled 


through one or the other branch of Congress, as | 


a mere matter of favor tothem. If there be no 


used people. 

Taunted as we are by the printers of the bank, 
and by others in Congress, with the prospect of 
‘| an empty Treasury, | trust that neither this bill, 
nor some others of a like character, will be suffered 


other advantage in an empty treasury, that of | 
| preventing the waste of hundreds of thousands on | 
oe printers will be some consolation to an | 
a 


Is it | 
| for contemning the people that these men are fed | 
They anticipate that there || 


| 


| 
} 


| 
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reasury to pay them for extra jobs, sur- || 


to pass both branches of Congress at the present |, 


| session. 


| TON and BIBB, in opposition, and by Mr. 


|| motion of Mr. PRESTON, recommitted by the 
|| following vote: 

1 YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
|| Calhoun, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of 
|| Alabama, King of “mae, veg Linn, Mang 

|| Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, 


| Wright—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, 


| McKean, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, 
|| Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
'| Webster—19. 


|| The following bills from the House of Repre- 


|| sentatives were read twice, the first referred to the | 


The debate was continued by Messrs. PRES- | 
'CHAMBERS in support of the bill, and was, on | 


um, | 
Tall- | 
|| madge, Tipton, Tyler, Waggaman, White, and || 
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Mangum, Poindexter, Preston, Robbins, Wright 
—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb,Chambers,Clay, 
Frelinghuysen, Grundy,Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Linn, McKean, Moore, Naudain, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wag- 
gaman, White—26. 

The bill for the relief of the Mars Hill military 
road, in the State of Maine; 

The bill for the relief of William Duer, John 
Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the estate 
of Sarah Alexander, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate 
proceeded to executive business; and, after re- 
maining some time therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, June 14, 1834. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the Government of the United 
States and Spain; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of David Leslie; which 
was read twice and committed. 


Mr. LYON presented the following resolution; 


| which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to 
be prepared and printed as early as practicable, a 
correct map of the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio, as surveyed, marked, and designa- 
ted under the act of Congress of the 30th May, 
1832, together with so much of the northern part 
of that State and the State of Indiana, and also so 
much of the southern portion of the Territory of 
Michigan as may be necessary fully to understand 
the question of boundary line now existing be- 
tween Ohio and Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the consideration 
of a bill for the relief of the heirs of Leonard Hol- 
ley, asoldier of the late war; which was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 


| third time to-day. 


; || Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, || 
ot this body, to support every extravagant expen- | 


| 


|| Committee on Finance, and the last to the Com- | 


|| mittee on the Public Lands: 


last six months, business of every kind is-prostra- || 
ted and the country is ruined—if, at such a time, || 
the great manufacturers at Lowell can divide, as || 
they lately have divided, at the rate of twelve per || 
cent. per annum profit on their capital, do we want || 
further taxes on the people for the protection of || 
manufactures? | 

I ask gentlemen if the estimates of the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury, which anticipated that the || 
receipts might equal the expenditures during the || 
present year, included the items of nearly a full || 
million of dollars for the Cumberland road—three | 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the Balti- | 
more railroad company—a million of dollars addi- 


} 


|| A bill providing for the payment of Indian an- 
nuities for the year 1834; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Leonard Holley. 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A billto remunerate Stephen G. Phillips, for the 
support and transportation of shipwrecked Amer- 
ican seamen; 

A bill for the relief of General James Taylor, | 
late quartermaster general and district paymaster 
in the Army of the United States; 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Fitzgerald; 

A bill confirming certain land claims in the dis- | 


tional subscription to the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal company—an annual half million of dollars 
for the benefit and relief of the District of Colum- 
bia, besides some three hundred thousand dollars 
pail, in this year, principally for extra publica- 
ons, to pet opposition printers within the Dis- 
trict—an unlimited amount of money for French 
claims, prior to the year 1800—and now two or 
three millions of dollars, as the first fruits of this 
interest bill? If these items, and others of a kin- 
dred character, have not been anticipated by the 
head of the Treasury, what can we expect but 
bankruptcy in that department before another 
year shall come round? 

Taking up the National Intelligencer of this 


morning, | observe the following paragraph, com- || 


menting on the very decisive disposition, in another 
place, of certain resolutions relating to the depos- 
ites, that not long since ed the Senate: 

‘The public money, therefore, will remain in 


|| trict of St. Stephens, Alabama; 

‘| A bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong; 

| A bill to create two additional land districts in 
|| the State of Illinois, and two new land districts 
|! north of said State, in the Territory now attached 


'| and the Mississippi river; 


| had been disbursed agreeably to law. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the Indian annuity 
bill was, by consent, read a third time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS remarked that he had in- 
quired, while this bill was in Committee of the 
W hole, with regard to the expenditure of $500,000 
by the Indian bill of 1830, and was answered by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that it would be found in. 

Mr. POLK said that he had been informed by 
the Secretary of War that the whole of that sum 
Soon after 


| the inquiry was made, he found, by recurrence to 


the printed documents, that the sum had been 
accounted for, and at that time could have proba- 


|| bly satisfied the gentleman by pointing out the 


The bill for the relief of James Fife, a Creek | 


|| Indian. 


‘| [Upon a proposition made by Mr. POINDEX- 


|| TER to indefinicely postpone this bill, a debate | 


‘| upon its merits occurred, in which Messrs. TIP- 
| TON, WHITE, MOORE, and FRELINGHUY- 


|| POINDEXTER, and KING of Georgia, opposed 


| ‘The question on indefinite postponement was 

|| negatived by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Beil, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
| Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, 


|| SEN, advocated the bill; and Messrs. PRESTON, || 


evidence on that subject; butat this time the books 
were not at hand. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he would have been bet- 
ter satisfied had the details of the disbursements 
been shown. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. POLK moved that the House, by consent, 
go into Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, upon the remaining appropriation 
bills. 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS could not consent to make 
any appropriation while the public mon¢ys re- 


ined in the illegal tody in which tt 
| to Michigan, which lies between Lake Michigan | ee ee tee cee eres oe 


now placed He would inquire of the chairman 
of the committee whether any provision by law 
was contemplated upon that subject? 

Mr. POLK said he proposed to go into commit- 


| tee generally. After the appropriation bill had 


been gone through with, he should propose to take 
up the bill regulating the public deposites, now in 
that committee. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Guotson 
in the chair.) 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications 


| for 1834 was taken up on motion of Mr. POLK. 


Mr. P. gave notice that, in the House, he should 


|| move to reduce or strike out the appropriations for 
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forts onGeorge’s Island ,Grand Terre, and Throg’s 
Neck. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved to amend the 
bill by adding an item for repniring the fortifica- 
tions at St. Auguatine, $50,000. 

Mr. W. caplaient the necessity of this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. POLK said the amendment had not been 


before any committee of the House, so far as he | 


knew, and it was unprecedented for the House to 
make such an appropriation without previous ex- 
amination. 


The question was taken on the amendment; | 


which was lost. 

Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the appro- 
_— of $100,000 for a fort on Throg’s Neck, 

ast river. 

The question was taken, and the motion to 
strike out was lost. 

Mr. GORMAN moved an amendment striking 
out the proposed appropriation for Castle Island 
and George’s Island, and inserting the sum of 
$125,000 for those objects. 

Mr. G. said, the appropriation in the bill for 
these purposes was $137,000 in two separate 
items; he proposed, in accordance with the opinion 


of the engineer, to unite them, and reduce them to | 


the ye sum. 
r 


‘OLK was not disposed to be driven into | 


a discussion of the amendments here and again in 
the House. 


The question was taken on the amendment; | 


which was lost. 

The item appropriating $50,000 for fortifications 
in Charleston harbor having been read— 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved an amendment con- 
fining the appropriation to the preservation and 
repair of Casile Pinckney and Fort Moultrie. 

The amendment was lost. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

Mr. POLK moved the committeee to take up 
the bill making a reappropriation for certain 
Georgia militia claims. 

The bill was read, and no amendment being 
proposed, was laid aside. 

Mr. POLK moved the committee take up the 
bill making appropriations for the National Arm- 
ory, at Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the bill by 
adding an additional sum of $5,528 16, for com- 
pleting certain works there. 

Mr. POLK said the sum required was only 
$3,000, which was contained in the bill. 

Mr. ARCHER withdrew his amendment and 
the bill was laid aside. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the bill 
making appropriations for building light-houses, 
light-beat beacons, and monuments, for the year 
1834, be taken up; which was carried. 

After the bill was read— 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment 


appropriating $3,500 for a monument or beacon | 


on Deer Island Point, in Boston harbor; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE moved an amendment changing 
the location of the light-house proposed to be built 
for the harbor of Bristol, Rhode Island; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved an amendment 
designating with more exactness the location of 
a light-house on Lake Ontario; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved an appropriation 
for a light-house in Hudson river, in place of one 
carried away by ice, $5,000; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved $10,000 for two 
light-houses in Pennsylvania; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. DUNLAP moved $5,000 for a light-house 
at Memphis, on the Mississippi river; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, moved $3,000 for a light- 
houseat the mouth of the Scioto river; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved $5,000 fora light- 
house at the mouth of Pearl river; which was 
agreed to. 

After filling various blanks, the bill was laid 
aside. 

Mr. BINNEY moved to take up the bill making 
—_— for the Military Academy at West 

oint. 


The bill having been read— 

Mr. BINNEY moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the 2d section, making provision for 
the salary of Mr. Leslie as drawing master; which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked what was the mean- | 


ing, force, and effect of the words et cetera, in 
the 2d clause, providing for ‘‘repairs,’’ &c. It 
was rather a comprehensive word; and he would 


_ move to strike it out, unless some explanation was 


given of it. 
Mr. BINNEY said the word was useless, and 


of no effect; and moved to strike it out; which was 
agreed to. 


izing the settlement of the claim of Colonel Thayer, 
for the purchase of philosophical apparatus for the 
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learning and attainments so eminently qualified 
them, without a moment’s notice, or the slightest 
opportunity for preparation? Did they mean to 
cast loose upon the world two hundred and fift 

young men, selected from every part of the Union 

whose education and hopes of future usefulness 
had been committed to the care and guardianship 
of the nation? He trusted he knew too well the 
high motives and generous impulses which guided 
the action of honorable gentlemen upon this floor 
to believe for a moment they could be accessory to 


such a gross and flagrant violation of the public 


Mr. BINNEY moved an amendment, author- || 


faith, as these propositions (if adopted) would 
most surely accomplish. 
He begged it might not be forgotten that the bill 


| under consideration, was one of the usual annual 


appropriation bills. And had not the House over 


academy, under an order from the Secretary of || and over again, in the course of the session, rep- 


War; which was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS moved an amendment, provid- 
ing that the benefit of the act shall not extend to 
any cadet who shall not graduate, or who, having 
graduated, shall not serve five years in the army. 
This subject, he said, was to prevent young men 
from going to the academy for the purpose of an 
education at the public expense, without intending 
to devote themselves to the public service. 

Mr. EWING said, that if the object of the gen- 
tleman was to destroy the institution, it could not 
be better attained in any way than this. The West 
was now beginning ts derive some benefit from the 
academy. 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew the amendment for 
the present, in order to modify it. 


Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, spoke against | to the nation. 
| the general principle and policy of the bill. 


If we 


| 


robated the practice of creating or destroying 
_ offices by means of bills of this character? And 
if the practice was pernicious when applied to 
| Offices alone, he begged to know if it would not 
| be dangerous and pregnant with mischief, when 
| applied to the long-settled and permanent institu- 
| tions of the country? 


> It ha® been his fortune to 
reside in the immediate vicinity of West Point 
| during the greater part of his life. It was within 


| sight of his home, and formed a part of the dis- 


trict which he had the honor to represent. And 


| he hoped he would be pardoned when he declared 


he felt an unfeigned and anxious solicitude for the 
preservation of an institution which he regarded 
as a necessary and essential part of our system 
of public defence and an honor and an ornament 
If the question must now undergo 
| discussion, whether a military school for the in- 


were surrounded by hostile nations,as Austria or || struction of our officers in the elementary princi- 
_| ples of military science should exist hereafter, he 


Prussia is, we might need such an institution; but 
this would never be the case, until the Union was 
dissolved. He was opposed to the institution, 
as countenancmg an inequality of principles, con- 
trary to the principles of free government, and he 
moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, spoke about one 


continuance of the institution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, expressed a wish to 
bring the institution back to its original object, 
which was merely to educate engineers. This bill 
provided for expenses incurred during the last six 
months, and it was necessary that the appropria- 
tion should be made. If the gentleman from Ten- 


propose one, which he thought would better meet 


tution. 
the second section of the act of 1803, fixing the 


military peace establishment, and the second, third, || 


and fourth sections of the act of 1812, increasing || for jt the ptosiaions suggested by him, as above- 


the number of cadets and instructors. Also, an 


amendment striking out the appropriations for | 


| additional buildings. 
Mr. DICKINSON said his proposition was in- | 


tended to test the sense of the House on the sub- 

ject, and -he wished to have a vote taken on it. 
Mr. BROWN said, the motion of the honorable 

gentleman from Tennessee {[Mr. Dickinson] to 


| strike out the enacting clause of the bill, and the 


amendment which the honorable member from 


| Maine [Mr. Smirn] declared he would hereafter 


submit, involves not only the fate of the bill under | 


consideration, but the existence of the Military 
Academy itself. He rose to express his regret 
that this important question should be discussed 
at this time; and he would ask his honorable friends 
to pause before they proceed further 
ry Academy has been established more than thirty 
years. 
sod earnestly recommended to Congress b 
eral Washington, while President of the United 
States. It has been sanctioned and sustained by 
every Administration (commencing with that of 


Gen- 


|| the last fourteen days of the session. 


| the bill to 


| must insist upon his right to be heard, reluctant 
_as he was to examine so grave a question within 
He wanted 
| the subject examined (as it should be) upon a bill 
| or resolution introduced expressly for the purpose. 
And he would respectfully assure honorable gen- 


|| tlemen that the friends of the academy would not 
hour in support of the bill, and in favor of the || 


shrink from or shun the inquiry. He would for- 
bear to say more at present, until he saw whether 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee would 
not withdraw his motion to strike out, and suffer 
ass through the committee. And 


| should the discussion be renewed hereafter, he 


| trusted the House would afford him an opportu- 


\| nit 
nessee would withdraw his amendment, he would || 


The Milita- | 


Its establishment had been repeatedly | 


Mr. Jefferson) down to the present time; and he | 
ventured to say, it had at all times enjoyed the | 
confidence and approbation of a large majority of | 


the American people. He would remind honora- 
ble gentlemen that the faith of the nation was con- 


cerned in the duration of the institution for some | 


time yettocome. Did they mean to deprive its 


| professors and teachers of the places to which the | 
Government had invited them, and for which their 


to be heard. 
fter a few words from Messrs. DICKINSON, 


|| JOHNSON of Kentucky, and McKAY, the ques- 
the feeling of those who are opposed to the insti- | 


He would move an amendment, repealing | 


tion was taken, and the amendment rejected. 
Mr. HAWES renewed dis motion in a modified 


orm. 
Mr. SMITH moved toamend it by substituting 


| mentione 

Mr. EWING opposed the amendment. 

After a few words from Messrs. McKAY and 
SMITH, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive, without a division. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Hawes was also 
rejected. 

Mr. HAWES then moved to amend the bill by 
providing that each cadet should, upon his ap- 
| pointment, give bond, with security, to refund to 
| the United States the expense of his education in 
/case he should not remain in the service, which’ 
| motion was rejected. 


| Mr.BURDmovedanamendment, providing that 
each cadet shall give bond to refund the expense 
of his education to the Government, in case he 
shall not serve in the army five years, if required; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to amend the bill, by 





| providing that no one should be appointed until 


the number of cadets be reduced to fifty; which 
was rejected. 
Mr. PINCKNEY moved to amend, by pro- 
| viding that after the Ist of January next the Mili- 
tary Academy shall be abolished; which was re- 
| jected. 
, The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 
Mr. ASHLEY moved to take up the bill for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road; which was 





| negatived—63 to 65. 
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up for consideration the following bills; which | 
were laid aside without amendment: 

A bill regulating the value of certain foreign gold 
coins in the United States, and a bill concerning 
the gold and silver coins of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 
rose, and reported all the above bills. 

The bill reappropriating the unexpended bal- 
ance for the payment of the Georgia militia, and 
the bill making appropriations for a canal, in con- 
nexion with the works at Harper’s Ferry, were 
read a third time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 16, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 11th | 
March last, transmitting a statement of the Comp- 
troller, relating to additional compensation allowed _ 
to mail contracturs since the 30th of September, 
1825. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the communica- 
tion and report were referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented acom- | 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
transmitting the amount of duties upon foreign 


imports during the first quarter of the year 1834, | 


and furnishing estimates of the probable receipts | 
of the remaining quarters of the year. 
The report was as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
June 16th, 1834. 


Senate of the 7th of May last, directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ‘‘to report as soon as 
‘ practicable, to the Senate, the amount of duties | 
* received and accrued on foreign imports, during 
‘the first quarter of the year 1834, with a table | 
* showing the comparative amount of that quar- 
‘ter, and the corresponding quarter of the year 
‘1833, and distinguishing between the amounts 
‘accrued or received at each port.’’ 
‘© whether anything has happened since his annual 
**report was made at the commencement of the 
‘present session of Congress, to vary, in his 
‘ opinion, the estimate contained in the said report, 
‘ of the proceeds of the duties on foreign imports 
‘ for the year 1834;”’ I herewith transmit the state- 
ment required by the first resolution above men- 
tioned, by which it appears that the duties which 
accrued from customs in the first quarter of 1833, 
amounted to the sum.of $5,798,114 87, and in 
the corresponding quarter of 1834, to the sum of 
$5,344,540 40, and that the actual receipts into 
the Treasury from the same source in the former 
quarter, amounted to $6,966,437 09, and in the 
latter, to $4,435,386 13. A few of the minor | 
ports have not been heard from; but they cannot 
materially vary the result. 

In answer to the second resolution, I have the 
honor to state, that estimating the duties on foreign | 
imports in the annual report made at the com- 
mencement of the present session, it was assumed | 
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On motion of Mr. WHITE, the committee took | imports of the five or six preceding years; bnt, 


|| year, the amount of duties which accrued in the 


, annual report, and be fully equal to those of 1833, 
Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the | 


as stated in that report, it was considered as a 


safe one; because, although the imports of 1831 


and 1832 had been unusually large, those of 1833 


| had gone still higher, and the general state of com- 


merce, and the situation of the country, justified 


the belief that there would be no serious diminu- | 
_ tion in the present year. 


From the comparative statement of the amount 


of duties which accrued in the first quarter of the |, 
| present year, and the corresponding quarter of 


1833, it appears that the amount of foreign imports 
in the first quarter of 1834, must have exceeded 
that of the corresponding quarter in the preceding 
year. Several articles, which form important 


items in our ordinary imports, and paid duty in | 
the first quarter of 1833, were free from duty in 


the first quarter of 1834, and the rate of duty was 
reduced on others; and the differenee between the 


| amount of duty which accrued in these two quar- 


ters would have been greater, if the importations 
in the latter had not exceeded those of the former. 

In some instances, without doubt, importations, 
which, in the ordinary course of our foreign trade, 
would have been made in the last quarter of 1833, 


last; and this circumstance has enlarged, in some 
degree, the imports of the first quarter of 1834. 
But after making a due allowance for the increase 
which may have arisen ftom this cause, and 
which would be peculiar to the first quarter of the 


quarter are sufficient to show that the imports of 
the present year will most probably exceed the 
amount at which they were estimated in the 


which were unusually large. If this expectation 


| should be realized, the proceeds of the customs 


will exceed the amount at which they were esti- 
mated by more than $1,000,000. The difference 


|| in the comparative receipts of the two first quar- 


ters, as shown by the statement herewith trans- 


| mitted, does not arise from any fluctuation in 


one 1832 


| 


| presented at the commencement of the session. 


| for return duties, which may yet be called for, | 


commerce or diminished importations, but is 


| 


of payments, introduced by the act of 14th July, 


The receipts of the first quarter, and the bonds | 


already taken, confirm the opinion that the income | 
from customs will be greater than the estimate | 


The actual receipts into the Treasury from cus- | 


| toms for the first quarter of the present year | 
| amounted to the sum of $4,435,386 13, and the | 
duties secured by bonds, payable in the second || 


quarter, amount to the sum of $4,003,368 77. | 
After making a fair deduction from these amounts 


and for debentures and expenses of collection, the | 
net income of these two quarters may be safely | 
estimated at $7,500,000. And if the third and 
fourth quarters should be only equally productive 
with the two first, the receipts will equal the 
amount at which they were estimated in the an- 
nual report. But, under our present system of 
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|| the year can never be made with as much certainty 
\| as under the former s 


| 





duties, the receipts from customs in the ordinary 
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| the country in the third and fourth quarters of the 
|year. The high duties with which they are 
charged render them a very productive source of 
revenue; and being now payable in cash, they 
enter into the receipts of the third and fourth 
quarters in which the goods are imported. The 
receipt of these two quarters: of the year will, 
therefore, generally exceed those of the two pre- 
ceding ones by at least one million of dollars. 
Although not embraced in the resolution, it will 
no doubt be gratifying to the Senate to learn that 
the receipts from the lands are equally encouraging, 
_ and will more than equal the amount at which they 
were estimated. The receipts into the Treasury, 
| from this source, during the first quarter of the 
present year, amount to the sum of $1,398,206 18, 
while in the corresponding quarter of 1823, they 
| amounted only to $668,526 66, and from the re- 


| turns already received for the present quarter, the 


receipts of the two first quarters of this year from 
lands, may be safely estimated at more than 
$2,000,000. In the annual report, the receipts 
| for the whole year were estimated at $3,000,000. 


|The information above stated, shows that the 


|| anticipated income from this source, as well as 
were delayed until the first quarter of the present | 


year, in order to obtain the benefit of the reduced | 


tariff, which took effect on the first of January | the annual report on the finances was made to 


from the customs, will be more than realized. 
Upon the whole, the information received since 


Congress, affords satisfactory evidence that the 
extent of our foreign commerce has been fully 
sustained, and gives strong reasons for believing 
that the receipts into the Treasury during the 
present year will be greater than the amount 
which they were estimated at the commencement 
of the present session. 


I beg leave to repeat what I have already said 
in the annual report from this department, that as 
the receipts of each year, under the present syatem 
of short credits and cash duties, must mainly 
depend on its own importations, the estimates for 


ystem, when the receipts 
chiefly depended on the duties which had accrued 
in preceding years, and which were ascertained 
and secured by bonds before the time the estimates 


| 
| 


| 


|| were presented. 
| chiefly occasioned by the alterations in the times | 


And asall calculations on the amount of revenue 
hereafter to accrue, must be more or less uncertain, 
and are liable to be affected by unforeseen contin- 
gencies, it would’ hardly be proper to appropriate 
on a scale of expenditure fully equal to the ex- 
pected income. There is, however, no reason for 


|| apprehending that the resources of the present 


| year can fall short of the estimate contained in 
| the annual report. And it is believed, that ap- 
propriations may be made with entire safety 
| according to that estimate. 

| I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
| your obedient servant, 





R. B. TANEY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Vice President United States, 
and President of the Senate. 
The Secretary of the Senate commenced the 
reading of the report. 
Mr. WEBSTER moved to dispense with the 


reading, and refer the report to the Committee or 
Finance. 


course of commerce will always be greater in the 
two last quarters of the year than in the two first. || ie eo Senate reaumed tb 
| The woolen goods, which form so large a portion | PEs 


Mr. WEBSTER moved to refer, ar 
| of our imports, are for the most part brought into | report. 


Mr. BENTON demanded the reading. 








as the basis of the estimate, that the imports of || 
Abe present year would be nearly equal to those of 
1832. This estimate was higher than the average 
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| learning and attainments so eminently qualified 
| them, without a moment’s notice, or the slightest 


| The bill having been read— 
| Mr. BINNEY moved to amend the bill by 


; 
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eck. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved to amend the 
bill by adding an item for repniring the fortifica- 
tions at St. Auguatine, $50,000. 

Mr. W. explained the necessity of this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. POLK said the amendment had not been 
before any committee of the House, so far as he 
knew, and it was unprecedented for the House to 
make such an appropriation without previous ex- 
amination. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 
which was lost. 

Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the appro- 
_— of $100,000 for a fort on Throg’s Neck, 

ast river. 

The question was taken, and the motion to 
strike out was lost. 

Mr. GORMAN moved an amendment striking 
out the proposed appropriation for Castle Island 
and George’s Island, and inserting the sum of 
$125,000 for those objects. 

Mr. G. said, the appropriation in the bill for 
these purposes was $137,000 in two separate 
items; & proposed, in accordance with the opinion 


striking out the 2d section, making provision for 
the salary of Mr. Leslie as drawing master; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked what was the mean- 
ing, force, and effect of the words et cetera, in 
the 2d clause, providing for “‘repairs,’”’ &c. It 
was rather a comprehensive word; and he would 


|| move to strike it out, unless some explanation was 
|| given of it. 


of the engineer, to unite them, and reduce them to | 


oe yoy sum. 

r. POLK was not disposed to be driven into 
a discussion of the amendments here and again in 
the House. 


|| was now beginning to 


The. question was taken on the amendment; 


which was lost. 

The item appropriating $50,000 for fortifications 
in Charleston harbor having been read— 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved an amendment con- 
fining the appropriation to the preservation and 
repair of Casile Pinckney and Fort Moultrie. 

The amendment was lost. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

Mr. POLK moved the committeee to take up 
the bill making a reappropriation for certain 
Georgia militia claims. 

The bill was read, and no amendment being 
proposed, was laid aside. 


Mr. POLK moved the committee take up the | 


bill making appropriations for the Nationa! Arm- 
ory, at Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the bill by 
adding an additional sum of $5,528 16, for com- 
pleting certain works there. 

Mr. POLK said the sum required was only 
€3,000, which was contained in the bill. 

Mr. ARCHER withdrew his amendment and 
the bill was laid aside. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the bill 
making appropriations for building light-houses, 
light-beat beacons, and monuments, for the year 
1834, be taken up; which was carried. 


Mr. BINNEY said the word was useless, and 
of no effect; and moved to strike it out; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BINNEY moved an amendment, author- 
izing the settlement of the claim of Colonel Thayer, 
for the purchase of philosophical apparatus for the 


| 
j 


\] 


j 
| 


opportunity for preparation? Did they mean to 
cast loose upon the world two hundred and fitt 
young men, selected from every part of the Union, 


_ whose education and hopes of future usefulness 


had been committed to the care and guardianship 
of the nation? He trusted he knew too well the 


| high motives and generous impulses which guided 
| the action of honorable gentlemen upon this floor, 


| 





|| appropriation bills. 


1 to believe for a moment they could be accessory to 


such a gross and flagrant violation of the public 
faith, as these propositions (if adopted) would 
most surely accomplish. 

He begged it might not be forgotten that the bill 
under consideration, was one of the usual annual 
And had not the House over 


academy, under an order from the Secretary of || and over again, in the course of the session, rep- 


War; which was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS moved an amendment, provid- 
ing that the benefit of the act shall not extend to 
any cadet who shall not graduate, or who, having 
graduated, shall not serve five years in the army. 
This subject, he said, was to prevent young men 
from going to the academy for the purpose of an 
education at the public expense, without intending 
to devote themselves to the public service. 

Mr. EWING said, that if the object of the gen- 


} 


| robated the practice of creating or destroying 
offices by means of bills of this character? And 


if the practice was pernicious when applied to 
| offices alone, he begged to know if it would not 

be dangerous and pregnant with mischief, when 
| applied to the long-settled and permanent institu- 
_ tions of the country? It ha® been his fortune to 
| reside in the immediate vicinity of West Point 
| during the greater part of his life. It was within 
| sight of his home, and formed a part of the dis- 


tleman was to destroy the institution, it could not || trict which he had the honor to represent. And 
be better attained in any way than this. The West | he hoped he would be pardoned when he declared 


erive some benefit from the 
academ y. 


j 


he felt an unfeigned and anxious solicitude for the 
preservation of an institution which he regarded 


Mr. THOMAS withdrew the amendment for || as a necessary and essential part of our system 


the present, in order to modify it. 


r. DICKINSON, of Tennessee, spoke against | to the nation. 
| the general principle and policy of the bill. 


were surrounded by hostile nations, as Austria or 
Prussia is, we might need such an institution; but 


| this would never be the case, until the Union was 


dissolved. He was opposed to the institution, 
as countenancmg an inequality of principles, con- 
trary to the principles of free government, and he 
moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, spoke about one 
hour in support of the bill, and in favor of the 
continuance of the institution. 


Mr. SMITH, of Maine, expressed a wish to | 
bring the institution back to its original object, | 


which was n.erely to educate engineers. This bill 


provided for expenses incurred during the last six | 


months, and it was necessary that the appropria- 
tion should be made. If the gentleman from Ten- 


_nessee would withdraw his amendment, he would 
' propose one, which he thought would better meet 


the feeling of those who are opposed to the insti- 
tution. Ee would move an amendment, repealing 
the second section of the act of 1803, fixing the 
military peace establishment, and the second, third, 


| 
| 


| 


} 





| 


of public defence and an honor and an ornament 
If the question must now undergo 


If we | discussion, whether a military school for the in- 


| struction of our officers in the elementary princi- 
| ples of military science should exist hereafter, he 
| must insist upon his right to be heard, reluctant 
_as he was to examine so grave a question within 
| the last fourteen days of the session. He wanted 


|| the subject examined (as it should be) upon a bill 


| or resolution introduced expressly for the purpose. 
| And he would respectfully assure honorable gen- 


|| tlemen that the friends of the academy would not 
|, shrink from or shun the inquiry. He would for- 


bear to say more at present, until he saw whether 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee would 
not withdraw his motion to strike out, and suffer 
the bill to pass through the committee. And 
should the discussion be renewed hereafter, he 
| trusted the House would afford him an opportu- 
| nity to be heard. 

Litter o low wands free Maumre. DICKINSON, 
| JOHNSON of Kentucky, and McKAY, the ques- 
| tion was taken, and the amendment rejected. 


| Mr. HAWES renewed dis motion in a modified 


form. 
Mr. SMITH moved to amend it by substituting 


‘ After the bill was read— | and fourth sections of the act of 1812, increasing || : cs vente ad 
; : Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment , the number of cadets and instructors. Also, an | ee SRERSHE ENA Ae ERON 
a appropriating $3,500 for a monument or beacon || amendment striking out the appropriations for | Mr. EWING opposed the amendment. 

é on Deer Island Point, in Boston harbor; which | additional buildings. || After a few words from Messrs. McKAY and 
: i was agreed to. Mr. DICKINSON said his proposition was in- || gMiTH, the question was taken on the amend- 


ep Ph 


ee ea nm aint 
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Mr. PEARCE moved an amendment changing 
the location of the light-house proposed to be built 
for the harbor of Bristol, Rhode Island; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved an amendment 
designating with more exactness the location of 
a light-house on Lake Ontario; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved an appropriation 
for a light-house in Hudson river, in place of one 
carried away by ice, $5,000; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved $10,000 for two 


tended to test the sense of the House on the sub- 
ject, and he wished to have a vote taken on it. 
Mr. BROWN said, the motion of the honorable 


gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Dickinson] to 
| strike out the enacting clause of the bill, and the 


Maine [Mr. Smiru] declared he would hereafter | 


submit, involves not only the fate of the bill under || 


consideration, but the existence of the Military 


that this important question should be discussed 
at this time; and he would ask his honorable friends 


ment to the amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive, without a division. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Hawes was also 
rejected. 


/}amendment which the honorable member from 1 Mr. HAWES then moved to amend the bill by 


| providing that each cadet should, upon his ap- 
| pointment, give bond, with security, to refund to 
the United States the expense of his education in 


: : ‘case he should not remain in the service; which’ 
Academy itself. He rose to express his regret '| motion was rejected. 


Mr. BURD moved an amendment, providing that 





4 light-houses in Pennsylvania; which was agreed to pause before they proceed further The Milita- each cadet shall give bond to refund the expense 
et to. ry Academy has been established more than thirty | Of his education to the Government, in case he 
* Mr. DUNLAP moved $5,000 for a light-house years. Its establishment had been repeatedly || Shall not serve in the army five years, if required; 
eo at Memphis, on the Mississippi river; which was and earnestly recommended to Congress by Gen- which motion was rejected. : 
fet agreed to. eral Washington, while President of the United || Mr. DUNCAN moved to aruend the bill, by 
rf. Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, moved $3,000 foralight- States. It has been sanctioned and sustained by || Providing that no one should be appointed until 
La. houseat the mouth of the Scioto river; which was every Administration (commencing with that of | the number of cadets be reduced to fifty; which 
3 a negatived. Mr. Jefferson) down to the present time; and he | W88 rejected. 
a Mr. SUTHERLAND moved $5,000 foralight- ventured to say, it had at all times enjoyed the | _Mr. PINCKNEY moved to amend, by pro- 
ah house at the mouth of Pearl river; which was confidence and approbation of a large majority of | Viding that after the Ist of January next the Mili- 
Pt agreed to. the American people. He would remind honora- | @ty Academy shall be abolished; which was re- 
at: After filling various blanks, the bill was laid _ ble gentlemen that the faith of the nation was con- | jected. : as 
te aside. | cerned in the duration of the institution for some | The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 
: Mr. BINNEY moved to take up the bill making time yet to come. Did they mean to deprive its | Mr. ASHLEY moved to take up the bill for the 
appropriations for the Military Academy at West | professors and teachers of the places to which the || continuation of the Cumberland road; which was 
t Point. ' Government had invited them, and for which their |! negatived—63 to 65. 
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>a motion of Mr. WHITE, the committee took 
up for consideration the following bills; which | 
were laid aside without amendment: 
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|) imports of the ion or six gremding years; bat, | 


A bill regulating the value of certain foreign gold | 


coins in the United States, and a bill concerning 


for other purposes. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then | ore a, 
| tion in the present year. 


rose, and reported all the above bills. 

The bill reappropriating the unexpended bal- 
ance for the payment of the Georgia militia, and 
the bill making appropriations for a canal, in con- 
nexion with the works at Harper’s Ferry, were 
read a third time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 16, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented acommv- | 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 11th 


troller, relating to additional compensation allowed | 
to mail contracturs since the 30th of September, 
1825. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the communica- | 
tion and report were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be | 
printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT also presented acom- | 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the amount of duties upon foreign 


imports during the first quarter of the year 1834, || 


and furnishing estimates of the probable receipts | year, the amount of duties which accrued in the 


of the remaining quarters of the year. 
The report was as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
June 16th, 1834. 
Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate of the 7th of May last, directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ‘‘to report as soon as 
‘ practicable, to the Senate, the amount of duties 
* received and accrued on foreign imports, during 
‘the first quarter of the year 1834, with a table 
‘ showing the comparative amount of that quar- 
‘ter, and the corresponding quarter of the year 
‘1833, and distinguishing between the amounts 
‘accrued or received at each port.’? Also, 
‘* whether anything has happened since his annual 
**report was made at the commencement of the 
‘present session of Congress, to vary, in his 
‘ opinion, the estimate contained in the said report, 
‘ of the proceeds of the duties on foreign imports 
‘ for the year 1834;”’ I herewith transmit the state- 
ment required by the first resolution above men- 
tioned, by which it appears that the duties which 
accrued from customs in the first quarter of 1833, 
amounted to the sum of $5,798,114 87, and in 
the corresponding quarter of 1834, to the sum of 
$9,344,540 40, and that the actual receipts into 
the Treasury from the same source in the former 
quarter, amounted to $6,966,437 09, and in the 
latter, to $4,435,386 13. 
ports have not been heard from; but they cannot 
materially vary the result. 
In answer to the second resolution, I have the 


A few of the minor | 


| 


as stated in that report, it was considered as a 
safe one; because, although the imports of 1831 
and 1832 had been unusually large, those of 1833 


; ; : a | had gone still higher, and the general state of com- 
the gold and silver coins of the United States, an | merce, and the situation of the country, justified 


the belief that there would be no serious diminu- 


From the comparative statement of the amount 


of duties which accrued in the first quarter of the | 


present year, and the corresponding quarter of 
| 1833, it appears that the amount of foreignimports 
in the first quarter of 1834, must have exceeded 


that of the corresponding quarter in the preceding | 


year. Several articles, which form important 
items in our ordinary imports, and paid duty in 
the first quarter of 1833, were free from duty in 
the first quarter of 1834, and the rate of duty was 


reduced on others; and the differenee between the 


| amount of duty which accrued in these two quar- 


| 
| 


oo | ters would have been greater, if the importations 
March last, transmitting a statement of the Comp- | 


in the latter had not exceeded those of the former. 


BE. 





the country in ‘the third and fourth quarters of the 
| year. The high duties with which they are 


| charged render them a very productive source of 


revenue; and being now payable in cash, they 
enter into the receipts of the third and fourth 
quarters in which the goods are imported. The 


|| receipt of these two quarters of the year will, 


In some instances, without doubt, importations, | 


which, in the ordinary course of our foreign trade, | The information above stated, shows that the 


would have been made in the last quarter of 1833, 
were delayed until the first quarter of the present || 


year, in order to obtain the benefit of the reduced | 


|| tariff, which took effect on the first of January 


| 


| 








| last; and this circumstance has enlarged, in some 
degree, the imports of the first quarter of 1834. 
But after making a due allowance for the increase 
| which may have arisen ffom this cause, and 
which would be peculiar to the first quarter of the | 


| 


| quarter are sufficient to show that the imports of 
the present year will most probably exceed the 


| therefore, generally exceed those of the two pre- 
ceding ones by at least one million of dollars. 
Although not embraced in the resolution, it will 
no doubt be gratifying to the Senate to learn that 
| the receipts from the lands are equally encouraging, 
| and will more than equal the amount at which they 
were estimated. The receipts into the Treasury, 
| from this source, during the first quarter of the 
present year, amount to the sum of $1,398,206 18, 
while in the corresponding quarter of 1823, they 
| amounted only to $668,526 66, and from the re- 
| turns already received for the present quarter, the 
| receipts of the two first quarters of this year from 
\lands, may be safely estimated at more than 
$2,000,000. In the annual report, the receipts 
| for the whole year were estimated at $3,000,000. 


| 


| anticipated income from this source, as well as 


‘| 


/'amount at which they were estimated in the | 


annual report, and be fully equal to those of 1833, 
| which were unusually large. If this expectation 
| should be realized, the proceeds of the customs 


| mated by more than $1,000,000. The difference 


| ters, as shown by the statement herewith trans- 
| mitted, does not arise from any fluctuation in 


| commerce or diminished importations, but is | were presented. 


| chiefly occasioned by the alterations in the times 


| 


| of payments, introduced by the act of 14th July, 
| 1832. 

The receipts of the first quarter, and the bonds 
already taken, confirm the opinion that the income 


| presented at the commencement of the session. 
The actual receipts into the Treasury from cus- 


for return duties, which may yet be called for, 


_ net income of these two quarters may be safely 
estimated at $7,500,000. And if the third and 
fourth quarters should be only equally productive 
with the two first, the receipts will equal the 
amount at which they were estimated in the an- | 


| toms for the first quarter of the present year | 
| amounted to the sum of $4,435,386 13, and the || propriations may be made with entire safety 
'| duties secured by bonds, payable in the second | 
quarter, amount to the sum of $4,003,368 77. | 
After making a fair deduction from these amounts || your obedient servant, 


| and for debentures and expenses of collection, the | 


_in the comparative receipts of the two first quar- 


| from customs will be greater than the estimate | 


| 





| from the customs, will be more than realized. 

Upon the whole, the information received since 
| the annual report on the finances was made to 
Congress, affords satisfactory evidence that the 
| extent of our foreign commerce has been fully 
| Sustained, and gives strong reasons for believing 
| that the receipts into the Treasury during the 
present year will be greater than the amount 
which they were estimated at the commencement 
of the present session. 


I beg leave to repeat what I have already said 
in the annual report from this department, that as 
the receipts of each year, under the present system 
of short credits and cash duties, must mainly 


| depend on its own importations, the estimates for 
will exceed the amount at which they were esti- | 


the year can never be made with as much certainty 
as under the former system, when the receipts 
chiefly depended on the duties which had accrued 
in preceding years, and which were ascertained 
and secured by bonds before the time the estimates 


Andasall calculations on the amount of revenue 
hereafter to accrue, must be more or less uncertain, 
and are liable to be affected by unforeseen contin- 
gencies, it would’ hardly be proper to appropriate 
on a scale of expenditure fully equal to the ex- 
pected income. There is, however, no reason for 
apprehending that the resources of the present 
year can fall short of the estimate contained in 
the annual report. And it is believed, that ap- 


| according to that estimate. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 





R. B. TANEY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Vice President United States, 
and President of the Senate. 
The Secretary of the Senate commenced the 


| reading of the report. 
Mr. WEBSTER moved to dispense with the 


honor to state, that estimating the duties on foreign 
imports in the annual report made at the com- 
mencement of the present session, it was assumed 
as the basis of the estimate, that the imports of | 
abe present year would be nearly equal to those of | 
1832. This estimate was higher than the average | | 


reading, and refer the report to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BENTON demanded the reading. 

The Secretary of the Senate resumed the read- 


| nual report. But, under our present system of | 
duties, the receipts from customs in the ordinary | 

course of commerce will always be greater in the | 

two last quarters of the year than in the two first. | g, and completed it 


The woolen goods, which form so large a portion | Mr. W EBSTER poe to refer, and print the 
of our imports, are for the most part brought into || oper. 
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Mr. BENTON rose, and said that this report 
wae of a nature to deserve some attention, before 
it left the chamber of the Senate, and went to a 
committee, from which it might not return in time 
for consideration at this session. It had been 
called for under circumstances which attracted at- 
tention, and disclosed information which deserved 
to be known. It was called for early in May, in 
the crisis of the alarm operations, and with confi- 
dent assertions that the answer to the call would 

rove the distress and the suffering of the country. 

t was confidently asserted that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had over-estimated the revenues of 
the year; that there would be a great falling off— 
a decline—a bankruptcy; that confidence was de- 
stroyed—enterprise checked—industry paralyzed 
—commerce suspended!—that the direful act of 
one man, in one dire order, had changed the face 
of the country from a scene of unparalleled pros- 
perity to a scene of unparalleled desolation! that 
the canal was a solitude, the lake a desert waste of 
watere, the ocean without ships, the commercial 
towns deserted, silent, and sad; orders for goods 
countermanded; foreign purchases stopped ! and 
that the answer of the Secretary would prove all 
this, in showing the falsity of his own estimates, 
and the great decline in the revenue and_importa- 
tions of the country. Such were the assertions and 
predictions under which the call was made, and to 
which the public attention was attracted by every 
d°vice of theatrical declamation from this floor. 
Weil, the answer comes. The Secretary sends in 
his report, with every statement called for. It is 
a report to make the patriot’s heart rejoice! full of 
hizh and gratifying facts; replete with rich infor- 
mation; and pregnant with evidences of national 
prosperity. How is it received—how received by 
those who called for it? With downcast looks 
and wordless tongues! A motion is even made to 
stop the reading! to stop the reading of such a 
report! called for under such circumstances! while 
whole days are given up to reading the monot- 
onous, tautologous, and endless repetitions of dis- 
tress-memorials, the echo of our own speeches, and 
the thousandth edition of the same work, without 
emendation or correction! All these can be read, 
and printed, too, and lauded with studied eulo- 
gium, and their contents sent out to the people, 
freighted upon every wind; but this official report 


of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the state of | 


their own revenues, and of their own commerce, 
called for by an order of the Senate, is to be 
treated like an unwelcome and worthless intruder; 
received without a word—not even read—slipped 


out upon a motion—disposed of as the Abbe | 
Sieyes voted for the death of Louis the Sixteenth, | 
But he | 


mort sans phrase! death, without talk! 
(Mr. B.) did not mean to suffer this Feport to be 
despatched in this unceremonious and compendi- 
ous style. It had been called for to be given to 
the people, and the people should hear of it. It 
was not what was expected, but it is what is true, 
and what will rejoice the heart qf every patriot in 
America. A pit was dug for Mr. Taney; the dig- 

ers of the pit have fallen into it; the fault is not 
8 and the sooner they clamber out, the better 
for themselves. The people have a right to know 
the contents of this report, and know them they 
shall; and if there is any man in this America 
whose heart is so constructed as to grieve over the 
perenne of his country, let him prepare himself 
or sorrow; for the proof is forthcoming, that 
never, since our Amerjca had a place among 
nations, was the prosperity of the country equal 
to what it is at this day! 

Mr. B. then requested the Stcretary of the Sen- 
ate to send him the report and comparative state- 
ment; which being done, Mr. B. opened the report, 
and went over the heads of it, to show that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had not over-estimated 
the revenue of the year; that the revenue was, in 
fact, superior to the estimate; and that the im- 
portations would equal, if not exceed, the highest 
amount that they had ever attained. 

To appreciate the statements which he should 
make, Mr. B. said it was necessary for the Senate 


to recollect that the list of dutiable articles was | 


now greatly reduced. Many articles were now free 
of duty, which formerly paid heavy duties; many 
others were reduced in duty; and the fair effect of 
these abolitions and reductions would be a diminu- 
tion of revenue, even without a diminution of 
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imports; yet the Secretary’s estimate, made at the 
commencement of the session, was more than 
realized, and showed the gratifying spectacle of a 
full and overflowing treasury, instead of theempty 
one which had been predicted; and left to Congress 

the grateful occupation of further reducing taxes, 
instead of the odious task of borrowing money, 
| as had been so loudly anticipated for six months 

past. The revenue accruing from imports in the 

first quarter of the present year, was $5,344,540; 
| the payments actually made into the treasury from 

the custom-houses for the same quarter was 
| $4,435,386; and the payments from lands for the 

sametime was $1,398,206. The two first months of 
_ the second quarter were producing in a full ratio to 

the first quarter; and the actual amount of availa- 

ble funds in the treasury on the ninth day of this 
_month, was ELEVEN MILLIONS TWO HUN- 
DRED AND FORTY-NINE THOUSAND 
FOUR HUNDRED AND TWELVE DOL- 
LARS. The two last quarters of the year were 
always most productive. It was the time of the 
largest importations of foreign goods which pay 
most duty—the woolens; and the season also for 
the largest sale of public lands: it is well believed 
that the estimate will be more largely exceeded in 
those two quarters than in the two first; and that 





the excess for the whole year, over the estimate, | 


wi!l be full two millions of dollars. This (Mr. B. 
said) was one of the evidences of public prosperity 
| which the report contained; and which utterly 
contradicted the idea of distress and commercial 


embarrassment, which had been propagated from | 


this Chamber for the last six months. 

Mr. B. proceeded to the next evidence of com- 
mercial prosperity; it was in the increased impor- 
tations of foreign goods. ‘These imports, judging 
from the first five months, would be seven millions 
more than they were two years ago, when the 
Bank of the United States had seventy millions 


loaned out; and they were twenty millions more | 


, than in the time of Mr. Adams’s administration. 
At the rate they had commenced, they would 
amount to one hundred and ten millions for the 

_year. This will exceed whatever was known to 
our country. The imports, for the time that 
President Jackson had served, have regularly 
advanced from about seventy-four millions to one 
hundeed and eight millions. 

The folowing is the statement of these imports, 
from which Mr. B. read: 


MOR Sits. bese eee «$74,492,527 
PER. wipes Jidassdh den swes TORIES 
Si ch ihied Tithe waite . .. 103,191,124 
I is ie ten de bah Petunia 101,029,266 
Meck veeeceeeee 108,118 311 


Mr. B. said that the imports of the last year 


were greater in proportion than in any previous | 


year; a temporary decline might reasonably have 
been expected; such declines always take place 
after excessive importations. If it had occurred 
now, though naturally to have been expected, the 
fact would have been trumpeted forth as the 
infallible sign—the proof positive—of commercial 
distress, occasioned by the fatal removal of the 
deposites. But, as there was no decline, but, on 
| the contrary, an actual increase, he must claim the 
| evidence for the other side of the account, and 
set it down as proof positive, that commerce is 
'|not destroyed; and, consequently, that the re- 
|moval of the deposites did not destroy com- 
| merce. : : 
The next evidence of commercial prosperity 
| which Mr. B. would exhibit to the Senate, was 
in the increased and increasing number of ship 
‘arrivals from foreign ports. The number of 
arrivals for the month of May,in New York, was 
223, exceeding by 36 those of the month of April, 
and showing not only a great, but an increasing 
activity in the commerce of that great emporium— 
he would not say of the United States, or even of 
North America—but he would call it that great 
emporium of the two Americas, and of the New 
World; for the goods imported to that place were 
thence distributed to every part of the two Amer- 
icas, from the Canadian lakes to Cape Horn. 

A third evidence of national prosperity, was in 
the sales of the public lands. Mr. B. 
former occasion, adverted to these sales, so far as 
the first quarter was concerned, and had shown 
that instead of falling off, as had been predicted 


‘| on this floor, the revenue from the sales of these |! 


ad, ona! 
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' lands had actually doubled, and more than doubled 
what they were in the first quarter of 1833. The 
receipts for lands forthat quarter were $668,526: 
for the first quarter of the present year they were 
$1,398,206; being two to one, and $60,000 over! 
‘The receipts for the two first months of the second 
quarter were also known, and would carry the 

_ revenue from lands, for the first five months of 
this year, to two millions of dollars; indicating 
five millions for the whole year; an enormous 

-amount, from which the people of the new States 
ought to be, insome degree, relieved, by a reduc- 
tion in the price of lands. Mr. B. begged, in the 

most emphatic terms, to remind the Senate that at 

the commencement of the session the sales of the 
public lands were selected as one of the criterions 
by which the ruin and desolation of the country 
| was to be judged. It was then predicted, and the 
st egencme put forth with all the boldness of infa|- 
ible prophecy, that the removal of the deposites 
would stop the sales of the public lands; that 
money would disappear, and the people have 
nothing to buy with; that the produce of the earth 

_would rot upon the hands of the farmer. These 
were the predictions; and if the sales had really 
declined, whata proof would immediately be found 

_in the fact to prove the truth of the prophecy, and 

the dire effects of changing the public moneys from 

one set of banking-houses to another! But there 

_ is no decline, buta doubling of the former product; 

and a fair conclusion thence deduced that the new 

States, in the interior, are as prosperous as the old 

ones on the sea-coast. 

Having proved the general prosperity of the 
country from these infallible data: flourishing rev- 
enue—flourishing commerce—increased arrivals of 
ships, and increased sales of public lands, Mr. B. 
said that he was far from denying that actual dis- 

| tress had existed. He had admitted the fact of that 

| distress heretofore, not to the extent to which it was 
charged, but to asufficient extent to excite sympa- 
thy for the sufferers; and he had distinctly charged 
the whole distress that did exist, to the Bank of 
the United States, and the Senate of the United 
| States—to the screw and pressure operations of the 
| bank, and the alarm speeches in the Senate. He 

_had-made this charge, and made it under a full 

| sense of the moral responsibility which he owed to 
the people, in affirming anything from this elevated 

theatre. He had, therefore, given his proofs to 
accompany the charge; and he had now to say to 
the Senate, and through the Senate to the people, 
that he found new proofs for that charge in the de- 
| tailed statements of the accruing revenue, which 
had been called for by the Senate, and furnished 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. B. said he must be pardoned for repeating 
his request to the Senate, to recollect how often 

| they had been told that trade was paralyzed; that 

orders for foreign goods were countermanded; that 
the importing cities were the picture of desolation ; 

_ their ships idle; their wharves deserted; their mar- 

| iners wandering up and down. Now, (said Mr.. 

B ,) in looking over the detailed statement of the 

accruing revenue, it was found that there was no 

decline of commerce, except at places where the 
| policy and power of the United States Bank was 

_predominant! Where that power or policy was 
predominant, revenue declined; where it was not 

| predominant, or the policy of the bank not exerted, 

| the revenue increased, and increased fast enough 
to make up the deficiency at the other places. Mr. 

B. proceeded to verify this statement by a reference 
to specified places. Thus, at Philadelphia, where 
the bank holds its seat of empire, the revenue fell 
off about one third; it was $797,316 for the first 
quarter of 1833, and only $542,498 for the first 

quarter of 1834. -At New York, where the bank 
has not been able to get the upper hand, there was 

an increase of more than $120,000; the revenue 
there for the first quarter of 1833, was $3,122,166, 
for the first of 1834, it was $3,249,786. At Bos- 
ton, where the bank is again predominant, the 
revenue fell off about one third; at Salem (Masva- 
chusetts) it fell off four fifths; at Baltimore, where 
| the bank has been defeated, there was an increase 
in the revenue of more than $70,000; at Richmond, 
the revenue was doubled , from $12.034 to $25.810; 
at Charleston, it was increased from $69,503 to 
$102,810; at Petersburg, it was slightly increased; 
and throughoutall the region south of the Potomac, 
there was either an increase, or the slight falling off 
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which might result from diminished duties without 
diminished importations. Mr. B. said he knew 
that bank power was predominant in some of the 


cities to the south; but he knew, also, that the | 


bank policy of distress and oppression had not 
been practised there. That was not the region to 
he governed by the scourge. The high mettle of 
that region required a different policy: gentleness, 
conciliation, coaxing! If the South was to be 
gained over by the bank, it was to be done by 
favor, not by fear. ‘Thescourge, though so much 
the most congenial to the haughty spirit of the 
money power, was only to be applied where it 


would be submitted to; and, therefore, the whole | 


region south of the Potomac was exempted from 
the lash. Mr. B. paused to fix the attention of 
the Senate upon these facts. Wherethe power of 
the bank enabled her to depress commerce and 
sink the revenue, and her policy permitted her to 


do it, commerce was depressed, and the revenue | 


was sunk, and the prophecies of the distress ora- 


tors were fulfilled; but where her power did not || 


predominate, or her policy required a different 
course, commerce increased, and the revenue in- 
creased; and the result of the whole is, that New 


York and some other anti-bank cities, have gained | 


what Philadelphia and other bank cities have lost; 
and the Federal Treasury is justas well off as if it 
had got its accustomed supply from every place. 

This view of facts, Mr. B. said, must fasten upon 


the bank the odium of having produced all the real | 
But at | 


commercial distress which has been felt. 
one point, at New Orleans, there was further evi- 


dence to convict her of wanton and wicked oppres- | 


sion. It was not in the Secretary’s reports, but 
it was in the weekly returns of the bank; and 


showed that in the beginning of March, that insti- | 


tution had carried off from: her branch in New 
Orleans, the sum of about $800,000 in specie, 


which it had been collecting all the winter by a | 
wauton curtailment, under the pretext of supply- | 
ing the amount of the deposites taken from her at | 


that place. 
the New Orleans merchants in the very crisis of 
the arrival of western produce. 
were pressed to pay debts, when they ought to 
have been accommodated with loans. 
of produce was thereby depressed; the whole 


West suffered from the depression; and now it is || 
proved that the money was not wanted to supply | 


the place of the deposites, but was sent to Phila- 


delphia, where there was no use for it, the bank | 
having more there than she can use; and that the | 
whole operation was a wanton and wicked meas- | 
ure to coerce the West to cry out fora return of | 
the deposites, and a renewal of the charter, by | 
attacking their commerce in the market of New | 


Orleans. This fact, said Mr. B., would have been 


ake, from the books of the bank, if they had | 


een inspected. Failing in that, the proof was 
intelligibly found in the weekly returns. 
Mr. B. had a further view to give of the pros- 


perity of the country, and further evidence to show | 


that all the distress really suffered, was factitious 
and unnatural. 
money in the United States during the last year 
andahalf. He spoke of money; not paper prom- 
ises to pay money, but the thing itself—real gold 
and silver—-and affirmed that there was a clear 
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These $800,000 were collected from | 
The merchants | 


The price | 


It was in the great increase of | 


| United States on the Ist day of October last, with- 
out counting at least another million which was 
| brought by passengers, and not put upon the cus- 
tom-house books. It might be assumed (he said) 
that there was a clear accession of six millions of 
specie to the money of the United States on the 
morning of that very day which had been pitched 
upon by all the distress orators in the country to 
date the ruin and desolation of the country, 
Mr. B. then showed a statement of the imports 
and exports of specie and bullion, from the first of 


October, 1533, to the llth of June, instant. It 
was as follows: 
From October 1st to June 11th. 
* Imports. Exports. 
Gold bullion...... - $304 491 $11,177 
Silver bullion....... 256,617 1,376 
Gold coin.......... 410,907 87,570 
Silver coin.....e+.- 10,156,909 898,638 





$11,128,924 


$998,761 





Mr. B. remarked, upon this statement, that it 


ee CLE 
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but of this America, whose true condition you 


| have just seen exhibited in the faithful report of 


presented a clear gain of more than ten millions , 


of dollars. He was of opinion that two millions 
ought to be added for sums not entered at the cus- 
tom-house, which would make twelve millions; 
and added to the six millions of 1833, would give 
eighteen millions of specie of clear gain to the 
country in the last twenty months. This (he said) 
was prosperity. It was wealth itself; and besides, 
it showed that the country was not in debt for its 
large importations, and*that a larger proportion 
of foreign imports now consisted of specie than 
was ever known before. Mr. B. particularized 
'| the imports and exports of gold; how the former 
had increased, and the latter diminished, during 
the last few months; and said that a great amount 
of gold, both foreign and domestic, was now wait- 


gold to its fair value. 
|| would remain, and enter into circulation; if not, it 
would immediately go off to foreign countries, for 
gold was nota thing to stay where it was under- 
valued. He also spoke of silver, and said that it 
had arrived without law, but could not remain 
without law. Unless Congress passed an act to 
make it current, and thatat full value as money, 


go off. 


prosperity —increased imports—revenue from cus- 
toms exceeding the estimate—increased revenue 
from public lands—increased amount of specie— 
above eleven millions of available funds now in the 
treasury—domestic and foreign commerce active— 
the price of produce and property fair and good— 
labor everywhere finding employment and reward 


at any onetime before—the numerous advertise- 
ments for the purchase of slaves, in the papers of 
| his city, for the southern market, which indicated 
the high price of southern products—and affirmed 
his conscientious belief that the country was more 
prosperous at this time than at any period of its 


and not at the mint value, as bullion, it would all | 


—more money in the country than ever was in it | 


gain of from EIGHTEEN to TWENTY MIL- 
LIONS OF SPECIE within the time that he had || 
mentioned. Ele then took up the custom-house | 
returns to verify this important statement, and to | 
let the peuple see that the country was never so | 
well off for money as at the very time that it was || 





He regretted the miscarriage of the at- 
tempt to examine the Bank of the United States, 


the Secretary of the Treasury. Not even the 
** baseless fabric of a vision’? was ever more desti- 
tute of foundation than those lamentable accounts 
of desolation. The lamentation has ceased; the 
panic has gone off; would to God he could follow 
out the noble line of the poet, and say, “leaving 
not a wreck behind.’? But he could not say that. 
There were wrecks! wrecks of merchants in every 
city in which the bank tried its cruel policy, and 
wrecks of banks in this District, where the panic 
speeches fell thickest and loudest upon the ears of 
an astonished and terrified community ! 

But, continued Mr. B., the game is up; the alarm 
is over; the people are tired of it; the agitators have 
ceased to work the engine of alarm. A month ago 
he had said it was ‘* the last of pea time with these 
distress memorials; he would now use a bolder 
figure, and say, that the Secretary’s report just 
read, had expelled forever the ghost of alarm from 
the chamber of the Senate. Al! ghosts, said Mr. 
B., are afraid of the light. ‘The crowing of the 
cock—the break of day—remits them all, the whole 
shadowy tribe, to their dark and dreary abodes. 
How, then, can this poor ghost of alarm, which 
has done such hard service for six months past, 
how can it stand the full light, the broad glare, the 
clear sunshine of the Secretary’s report? ‘* las, 
poor ghost !’? The shade of the ** noble Dane’’ never 
quit the stage under a more inexorable law than the 
one which now drives thee away. This report, 


_ replete with plain facts, and luminous truths, puts 


ing in the country to see if Congress would raise | 
If so raised, this gold | 


Mr. B. recapitulated the evidences of national 


| a quarter to the circulation at this time. 


to flight the apparition of distress, breaks down 
the whole machinery of alarm, and proves that 
the American people are, at this day, the most 
ees people on which the beneficent sun of 
leaven did ever shine! 

Mr. B. congratulated himself that the spectre of 
distress could never be made to cross the Missis- 
sippi. It made but slow progress anywhere in the 
Great Valley; but balked at the King of Floods 
A letter from St. Louis informed him that an 
attempt had just been made to get up a distresa 
meeting in the town of St. Louis, but without 
effect. The officers were obtained, and according 
to the approved rule of such meetings, they were 
converts from Jacksonism; but there the distress 


| proceedings stopped, and took another turn. The 


farce could not be played in that town. 
actors would not mount the stage.* 
Mr. B. spoke of the circulation of the Bank of 


The 


_ the United States, and said that its notes might be 


withdrawn without being felt, or known by the 
community. it contributed but four millions and 
He veri- 


| fied this statement by showing that the bank had 


twelve millions and a quarter of specie in its vaults, 


| and but sixteen millions and a half of notes in cir- 
| culation. 


The difference was four millions and a 


| quarter; and that was the precise amount which 
| that gigantic inetitution now contributed to the cir- 
| culation of the country! Only four millions and a 


| existence; and inveighed in terms of strong indig- | 
| nation against the arts and artifices, which, for the | 
‘last six months, had disturbed and agitated the | 
| country, and done serious mischief to many indi- | 
| viduals. 


which he believed would have completed the proof | 


against that institution for its share in getting up 
an unnatural and factitious scene of distress, in the 


midst of real prosperity. But he did not limit his 


proclaimed to be in the lowest state of poverty and 
misery. He first showed the imports and exports 
of specie and bullion for the year ending the 30th 
of September, 1833. It was as follows: 


Year ending September 30, 1833. 





* Imports. Exports, 
Gold bullion..... $48,267 $26,775 
Silver bullion.... 297,840 - 
Gold coin....... 563,585 495,890 
Silver coin...... 6,160,676 1,722,196 

$7,070,368 $2,244,861 





Mr. B. having read over this statement, re- 
marked upon it, that it presented a clear balance 
of near five millions of specie in favor of the 


i] 
| 
! distress speeches delivered upon the floor of the 
| Senate, in imitation of Volney’s soliloquy over the 


|ruins of Palmyra. He repeated some passages 
| the desolation of the country, such as the Senate 


| New York and Virginia elections. ‘ The canal a 
| * solitude. The lake a desert waste of waters. 


invective to the bank, but came directly to the | 
Senate, and charged a full share upon the theatrical | 


| 


quarter. Ifthe Gold Bill passed, and raised gold 
16 to 1, there would be more than that amount of 
gold in circulation in threemonths. The Foreign 
Coin Bill, and the Gold Bill, would give tne coun- 
try many dollars in specie, without interest, for 
each pow dollar which the bank issues, and for 
which the country pays so dearly. The dissolu- 
tion of the bank would turn out twelve millions 
and a quarter of specie, to circulate among the 
people; and the sooner that is done the better ic 


| will be for the country. 


The bank is now a nuisance, (said Mr. B. 
With upwards of twelve millions in specie, an 
less than seventeen millions in circulation, and 


| only fifty-two millions of loans, it pretends that it 


cannot lend a dollar, not even to busineas men, to 


_ be returned in sixty days; when, two years ago, 
| from the most affecting of these lamentations over | 


That | 


| populous city, lately resounding with the hum of busy _ 


| © multitudes, now silent and sad. .Awholenalion, in 


| © the midst of unparalleled prosperity, and Arcadian | 


| § felicity, suddenly struck into poverty, and plunged 


| © into unutterable wo, by the direful act of one wilful | 


'|©man.’? Such, said Mr. B., werethe lamentations 
' over the ruins, not of the Tadmor in the desert, 


|| millions of circulation, it run = 
| had been accustomed to hear about the time of the | 


with only six millions of specie and twenty-two 
its loans to seventy 
millions. The president of the bank then swore 
that all above six millions of specie wasa surplus! 
How is it now, with near double as much specie, 
and five millions less of notes out, and twelve mil- 
lions less of debt? The bank needs less specie 
than any other banking institution, because its 
notes are receivable, by law, in all Federal pay. 

*About the same time a similar failure took 
place at Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
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ments; and from that circumstance alone would be 
current, at par, although the bank itself might be 
wholly unable to redeem them. Suchabank isa 
nuisance. It is the dog in the manger. It might 
lend money to business men, at short dates, to the 
last day of its existence; yet the signs are for a 
new pressure—a new game of distress for the fall 
elections in Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio. 
If that game should be attempted, (Mr. B. said,) 
it would have to be done without excuse, for the 
bank wae full of money; without pretext, for the 
deposite farce is over; without the aid of panic 
speeches, for the Senate will not be in session. 

Mr. B. said, that among the strange events 
which took place in this world, nothing could be 
more strange than to find, in our own country, and 
in the nineteenth century, any practical illustra- 
tion of the ancient doctrine of the metempsycho- 
sis. Stranger still, if that doctrine should be so 
far improved as to take effect in soulless bodies; 
for, according to the founders of the doctrine, the 
sou! alone could transmigrate.* Now corporations 
had no souls; that was law, laid down by all the 
books; and of all corporations, moneyed ones espe- 
cially, and above all, the Bank of the United States 
was most soulless. Yet the rumor was, that this 
bank intended to attempt the operation of effecting 
a transfer of her soul; and after submitting to 
death in her present form, to rise up in a new one. 
Mr. B. said he, for one, should be ready for the 
old sinner, come in the body of what beast it 
might. No form should deceive him; not even if 
it condescended, in its new shape, to issue from 
Wall street, instead of Chestnut! 

A word more, and Mr. B. wasdone. It was 
a word to those gentlemen whose declarations, 
many ten thousand times issued from this floor, 
had deluded an hundred thousand people to send 
memorials here, certifying what thore gentlemen 
80 incontinently repeated, that the REMOVAL of 
the DEPOSITES had made the DISTRESS; and 
nothing bul the RESTORATION of the DEPOS.- 
ITES, or the RENE WAL cf the CHARTER, could 
REMOVE the DISTRESS! Well, the deposites 
are not restored, and the charter ts not renewed; 
and yet the distress is gone. What is the infer- 
ence? Why, that gentlemen are convicted, and 
condemned, upon their own argument! They 
leave this Chamber to go home self-convicted 
upon the very test which they themselves have es- 


tablished; and after having declared for six months, 
upon this floor, that the removal of the deposites 
made the distress, and nothing but their restora- 


tion, or the renewal of the bank charter, could 
relieve it, and that they would sit here until the 
dog-days, and the winter solstice, to effect this res- 
toration, or renewal, they now go home in good 
time for harvest, without effecting the restoration 
of the renewal, and find everywhere, as they go, 
the evidences of the highest prosperity which ever 
blessed the land. Yes! repeated and exclaimed 
Mr. B. with great emphasis, the deposites are not 
restored—the charter is not renewed—the distress 
is gone—and the distress speeches have ceased! 
No more lamentation over the desolation of the 
land now; and a gentleman who should undertake 
to entertain the Senate again in that way, in the 
face of the present national prosperity—in the face 
of the present report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury—would be stared at, as the Trojans were 
accustomed to stare at the frantic exhibitions of 
Priam’s distracted daughter, while vaticinating the 
downfall of Troy in the midst of the heroic ex- 
ploits of Hector. 

After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER and 
Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Mr. WEBSTER modified his motion to refer 
to the Committee on Finance, and moved that the 
communication be laid on. the table and printed; 
which was agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. BIBB presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of citizens of Harrodsburg, Kentucky, remon- 
strating against the rightof the President in send- 
ing his late protest-to the Senate, disapproving of 
his withholding important nominations, and ap- 
proving of his sending other nominations after the 
rejection of the former directors of the Bank of the 


* From the Greek; meta, again; en, in pysche, 
the soul, i. e. ‘The soul again in. 
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| United States. The proceedings were referred to | 
the Committee on Finance and ordered to be ] 


printed. 


Mr. LEIGH presented a memorial signed by | 
about seven hundred inhabitants of the county of | 
Kenawha, Virginia, in favor of the restoration of | 


the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BELL presented the memorial of sundry | 


citizens of New Hampshire, remonstrating against 
the renewal of the patent of John Ames, for his 
improvement in the manufacture of paper; which 
was laid upon the table. 


FOREIGN SILVER COIN. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill from the 
House of Representatives, regulating the value of 
foreign silver coin, as in Committee of the Whole. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the recom- | 


| 


mendation of the director of the mint to insert in 
the bill the weight of the respective coins which it 


adopted 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, as 
amended, and without any opposition to its pas- 


suge, was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading. 
Mr. DIBB, on leave obtained, presented the pe- 


tition of the sureties of George Harrison; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
REPORTS. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, asked to be discharged from 

The petition of Thomas Tenant and others; 

The petition of Henry H. Burr; and 

The petition of William Hunter; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
the hoirs and legal representatives of the late Robert 
Fulton; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 
District® of Columbia, reported a bill, without 


amendment, to authorize Edmund Brooke to in- | 


troduce two slaves into Georgetown; which was 
ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Richard 
Wall; which was agreed to. 
Mr. SHEPLEY, from the same committee, 
* reported the following bills: 


A bill for the relief of Captain James Craine, | 


with an amendment; 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Teas, 
with an amendment; 


A vill for the relief of the heirs of Lucy Bond, | 
Hannah Douglass, Elizabeth Goodwin, and Tem- | 


perance Holmes, with several amendments; 
A bill for the relief of Philip Turner, without 
amendment. 

. (Mr. S. gave notice that he was instructed by 
the committee, when the bill was taken up, to move 
its indefinite postponement. } 

| Mr. SHEPLEY, from the same committee, 


asked to bedischarged from the further considera- || 


tion of the petition of Captain John Harris; which 
was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION TO MR. POTTER. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Wricur, to | 
compensate the honorable Elisha R. Potter for | 


his attendance while claiming a seat in the Senate, 
under the authority of a certificate of the Governor 
_of Rhode Island, was taken up. 

Mr. WRIGHT then made some observations 
in favor of the resolution. 

it was opposed by Messrs. POINDEXTER, 
CLAY, and WEBSTER. 

Mr. BIBB moved to strike out the words ‘* is 
entitied to receive his compensation,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof, ** ought, under the circum- 
stances, to be paid,’’ which 

Mr. WRIGHT accepted as an amendment. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to refer the resolution 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WRIGtIT expressed himself favorable to 


' the reference, and the motion was agreed to. 


} 





June 16, 


eee 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


|. Mr. WEBSTER then moved to take up the bil! 
from the House of Representatives making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1834. 
Mr. POINDEXTER hoped the bill might be 
postponed till to-morrow, the day being pretty far 





|| advance’. 


Mr. WEBSTER reminded the gentleman from 
Mississippi that to-morrow was assigned to an- 
other purpose. He thought we might make con- 
siderable progress in the billto-day. There were 
many things in it against which there could be no 
objection. 

Mr. PRESTON said he would rather take up 
the bill early in the day. He begged leave to 
suggest to honorable gentlemen that he was by no 
means certain that, in the present state of the 
business of the country, the bill ought to be taken 

/up at all. Where was the Treasury of the United 
States? Floating about, nobody knew where. 
He would suggest the propriety of refusing to 


I | take up the bill at all till something was done to 
provides shall be received as a legal tender, was | 


_ restore the treasury of the United States to a place 
of safe custody. 
Mr. WEBSTER said, to be sure, if that subject 
was to be agitated again, some time might be 
necessary. He would give notice, then, that to- 


| morrow morning, after the reading of the Journal, 


he would move to take up the bill. 

Mr. PRESTON did not mean to say that such 
a discussion would or ought to ensue. But he 
threw it outas a suggestion, whether it was proper 
to discuss this bill when the public treasure was 


|, in its present condition. 


Mr. FORSYTH suggested to the gentleman 
| from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] that if such 
a question was to be agitated, it was as well to 
urge it on the final passage of the bill as now. If 
we should proceed to the consideration of the bill 
| to-day, the only question would be on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Finance. 
| ‘The bill was postponed till to-morrow. 
| ‘The bill making additional appropriation for 
| unexpired balances upon Georgia militja claims 
during the years 1792, 1793, and 1794, was read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| The bill making additional appropriations for 
| the United States Armory at Harper’s Ferry, for 
| the year 1834, was read, and referred to the same 
| committee. 
The resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
| Senate to procure 150 copies of Elliot’s Diplomatic 
Code, was read, and referred to the Committee on 
|, the Library. 
|, The resolution providing for the distribution of 
additional copies of the returns of the last census, 
| was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
The following biils were read a third time and 
passed: 
| The bill to extend the time to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and 
France; 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled **An 
| act to carry into effect the convention between the 
| United States and his Majesty the King of the 
|, Two Sicilies, concluded at Naples on the 14th of 
October, 1832;”’ 

‘| The joint resolution providing for the distribu- 


tion of the Diplomatic Correspondence between 
| the years 1783 and 1789; 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James P. Hainesworth, deceased. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cay, was taken up, modified by extending the 
time for the report to be made, and adopted: 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, at the next ses- 
sion of Congress, the total quantity of the certifi- 
| cates of scrip issued under the act entitled “An 
| act for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia line, and navy, and of the continental 
army, during the revolutionary war; and under 
the subsequent acts containing appropriations for 
| land to the same object; also, the number of cer- 
|| tificates, the quantity in each, and to whom 
| granted, distinguishing the line of service to which 
| the officer or soldier belonged, to whom or to what 
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wise the names of the several agents who pre- | 
sented the warrants and obtained the certificates of | 
scrip. And the said Secretary is further directed | 
to report a sintilar statementin respect to all war- 
rauts which have been filed or officially presented, 
but upon which certificates of scrip have not yet 
been issued. 

The resolution from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, asking to be discharged from the petition 
of the executor of Abner L. Duncan, deceased, | 
was agreed to. 

The resolution from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, asking to be discharged from the memo- | 
rial of John Whitehead and others, and that the 
same be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
was taken up and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 16, 1834. 


Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up the appropriation bills lying on 
the Speaker’s table. 

Mr.GREN NELL objected, remarking that this | 
was the last day on which an opportunity would | 
be afforded for the presentation of petitions and 
memorials, 

After further objections from Messrs. HARDIN 
and BURGES, 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules by | 
which Monday was appropriated for the reception 
of petitions and memorials, for the purpose of act- 
ing upon the appropriation bills on the Speaker’s 
table. 

After a remark from Mr. BURGES, in opposi- | 
tion to the motion— 

The question was taken, when it appeared that 
a quorum was not present. 


r. POLK then moved a call of the House; | 


which was ordered. 

After the call had been proceeded in for some 
time 

Mr. BURGES moved to suspend it; which was 
negatived. 


time; when, on motion of Mr. DICKSON, it was 
suspended. 
Mr. POLK modified his motion, suspending the 


rule, so far as to take up the appropriation bills at 


half-past one o’clock. 

Messrs. HARDIN and VINTON opposed the 
motion. 

Mr. CHILTON expressed the hope that the 
gentleman from Tennessee would withdraw the 
motion, with the understanding that no debate 
should be allowed upon any memorials which 
might be presented. ; 

The question being taken, the motion of Mr. 
Po.k was agreed to. a 

The memorial of 1,841 citizens of Indiana, pray- 
ing the restoration of the deposites and the rechar- 


ter of the United States Bank, with certain restric- || 


tions, which was presented on a former day by 
Mr. McCarry, being taken up for consideration, 
Mr. McC. explain 
ists, and his reasons for differing from them in 


opinion on the subject; atthe same time declaring | 


his willingness to receive and obey it as the voice 


of his constituents, and moved the printing and | 


reference of the memorial. 
Mr. WARDWELL observed that he had not, 
during this protracted session, occupied the time 


of the House by saying a word upon the subject | 
of the bank and of the distresses of the country; | 


and he would not, at this time, trouble the House 
with any remarks, were it not for a most singular 
comnrunication which he had received from a 
highly respectable constituent. 

The memorial from the State of Indiana states, 
in substance, that there is unexampled distress 
throughout the country in consequence of the re- 
moval of the public deposites from the Bank of the 
United States Ifthis be the case, the people whom 
he had the honor to represent must besubject to the 
same calamity. But they had not sent their com- 
plaints here; the district gave a majority of votes 

ainst General Jackson at the last presidential 


|| him the circular. 
|| it was, so far as the name of members of this 
|| House are concerned. . 

‘| Asto distress in his district, he would state that || and contains appropriations $670,000 greater than 
|| he could say nothing of his own knowledge. 


The call was further proceeded in, for some | had, however, received letters recently, stating 


the views of the memorial- | 
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representatives the same was granted; and like- | deposites, or in favor of the bank. He had, it is || mentioned. He was perfectly willing that the 
|| gentleman shculd send information into his dis- 
'| trict; but he (Mr. W.) was unable to furnish doc- 


| true, received letters, stating that the district was 
| liberally supplied with speeches and reports in 
| favor of the bank and against the Administration, 
| and that for two or three months past there had 
| been much excitement in that section of the coun- 
| try; he had no doubt but that this excitement was, 


exertions of political partisans, who, no doubt, 
were anxious to make the people believe that they 
were really distressed. 

The manner in which he had reason to believe 


_the names of some of his constituents were ob- 
tained, for the purpose of furnishing them with || 


these political papers in favor of the bank, he would 
now state to the Noam By this morning’s mail, 
he had received, in a leiter from a gentleman of 
the first respectability, and in whose statements 


| the most implicit confidence may be placed, a || 


| printed paper or circular, which he would now 
read to the House. [Here Mr. W. read a paper, 


dated in February last, at the city of New York, | 


/and signed by J. N. Bolles, and two others, re- 
questing the names of the ministers of the Gospel, 
| exhorters, elders, deacons, and of moral, influen- 
tial, public-spirited, and benevolent persons, for 
| the purpose of transmitting to them a paper con- 
| taining a circular, which they wished to send 
through the State. Mr. W. read also an extract 
| from the letter which enclosed the circular, stating 
that to the persons whose names had been fur- 


| nished agreeably to the request contained in the | 


circular, there were forwarded from time to time, 
and franked by members of Congress, the speeches 


of Mr. Clayand Mr. J. Q. Adams, and the report || 


of Mr. Webster, in the Senate, February 5, 1834, 
| from the Committee on Finance. | 
From these facts, gentlemen can draw their own 


|| conclusions. He knew nothing of the matter him- || 


self. Heonly stated the facts as received by him. 


He could vouch for the respectability, high char- | 


acter, and moral worth of the individual who sent 
All may be right. Doubtless 


He 


that many kinds of property sold by farmers had 


|| not broughta better price since the year 1817. He 


| would state further, that at the last session of the 
Legislature of the Stateof New York,a bank was 
incorporated and located at Sackett’s Harbor, in 
his district, with a capital of $200,000; and such 
| was the eagerness to obtain stock, that nearly 
| $600,000 were subscribed. This shows most con- 
_clusively that there is some money left in the dis- 

trict, notwithstanding the removal of the deposites. 
‘|| Mr. FULLER said he had sent documents into 


|| the gentleman’s district, at the urgent request of | 


| two gentlemen, residents of that district, who had 


|| furnished him with a list of names for the purpose. | 
|, As to the circular, he knew nothing about it, nor | 


|| of the religious people to whom it was sent, 
Mr. GRENN ELL said, as the conjgpversy was 


| changed from State to church affair8, he would | 


| move to lay the memorial on the table, but with- 
drew it at the request of 
Mr. SELDEN, whosaid he had little to do with 
the church—less than he ought to have. He was 
| requested in this city, last winter, by a gentieman 
| from the county ef Jefferson, to send some docu- 
|| ments into it, and a listof names was given to him 
|| for the purpose. He had sent some, and was 
|| very sorry that he could not send more. He 
would, with pleasure, furnish the gentleman With 
a list of names of his constituents, if he would 
undertake to supply them with information; and 
if the gentleman was unwilling or afraid to trust 
his own constituents with the truth, he would also 
| furnish them with information, so far as it might 
be in his power. 
Mr. WARDWELL replied that he had not 
complained that the gentleman had sent documents 
| into his district, but of the manner in which it was 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 





in some measure, produced by the uneximpled || 


|| at first. 


'| was appropriated last year. 


|| the appropriations. 


‘| the frank of ** D. Selden’? and ‘** P. C. Fuller.”’ 
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uments to the gentleman’s constituents. He would 
furnish them with pleasure, if he could get them 


| without paying for them, as he presumed the gen- 


tieman did. 

Mr. SELDEN now understood the gentleman 

(he said) to convey the churge further than he did 
He had insinuated that he sent blank 
franks to New York, or left them there, which he 
unequivocally denied. If the gentleman intended 
to raise this insinuation, it was a matter between 
him and the gentleman. He would ask him to 
point out any proof of any kind in support of the 
charge. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the memoria} 
| was ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 
The memorial from citizens of Frankho, Mas- 
| sachusetis, presented ona former day, being taken 
pe 

Mr. GRENNELL spoke in explanation and 
| Support of the memorialists, and moved that the 
| memorial be printed and laid on the table; which 
| was agreed to. 

Th@resolutions condemning the removal! of the 

deposites, &c., from the lower House of the 
| General Assembly of Rhode Island, being taken 


up— 

Mr. BURGES spoke on the subject about an 
hour. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved the 

postponement of the further consideration of the 
| resolutions till Monday next. 
The CHAIR said they would lie over, of course. 
Various bills from the Senate were read the first 
_and second time, and referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

The bill from the Senate for continuing the Cum- 
berland road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and I\lineis, reported by the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, was read. 

Mr. POLK said this Senate bill contains appro- 


|| priations greater than the bill reported by the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means by the sum of $477,000, 


As half the year had 
elapsed, he believed ‘it was the opinion of the 
| departinent that the amount contemplated by this 
bill could not be profitably expended during the 
| present year. Heshould therefore move to reduce 
As to that portion of the bil! 
| providing for the repair of the road east of the 
| Ohio, Mr. P. explained the various prepositions 
| for repairing oa renewing this road, and stated 
that the Committee of Ways and Means were o! 
‘| opinion that $300,000 were sufficient to repair the 
road in a proper manner. This bill contemplate 
an expenditure for this road of $1,102,000. Upon 
this scale, applied to the other public works, not 
only the present, but the future, revenue of the 
@overnment would be inadequate. He should 
move to reduce the appropriations to the scale of 
the last year. He moved to strike from the third 
section of the bill the sum of $652,000 for repair- 
ing the road east of Ohio, and insert $300,000. 
This sum would be sufficient to enable the depart- 
|| ment to comply with the conditions required by 
the States. In the present stage of this measure, 
he did not propose going into a discussion of the 
general principles involved with it. He concluded 
his explanation by asking that the report of the 
| committee on this subject be read. 
| «The report having been read— 
|| Mr. STEWART called for the reading of the 
| report of the Secretary of War on this subject. 
| Mr. E. W HITTLESEY appealed to the friends 
| of the measure, whether it would be best to accede 
| to the proposition of the chairman of the Commit- 
|| tee of Ways and Means? ‘ 
|| Mr. STEWART persisted in requiring the re- 
port to be read; which was read. 
‘| Mr. S. then explained, and supported the neces- 
|| sity of the appropriation as it passed the Senate. 
! The simple question was, whether the plan of the 





done. He had read a circular issued from the || department should be carried out. A great por- 
| city of New York, requesting the names of the || tion of the road had been taken up, and sound 
religious people in his district, and had stated the || economy required that the plan be executed. If 
| fact, that the documents were sent to them under | this was done, he would pledge himself that the 


road would cost the United States nothing here- 


election; yet he had not received a single petition || The franks might be forgeries, foraught he knew; after. + 
Mr. W. R. DAVIS inquired how often that 


or memorial complaining of the removal of the ‘' but the documents were sent in the manner he had | 
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pledge had been made in the House when former | an pursuance of this compact between the United || mentof the present Congress. Besides, the whole 


bills had been passed ? 

Mr. STEWART. No such pledge could be | 
made unti! thistime, when the States have resolved | 
when the road shall be put in repair, they will 
erect gates to preserve it. 

Mr. McK ENNAN inquired whether the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 
posed to strike outthe limitation in the next section? 

Mr. POLK did not. He was of opinion that | 
the sum proposed by him was amply sufficient for | 
the complete repair of the road. ‘The gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stewart] was mistaken 
in supposing the plan of repair had been settled, as 
he had stated. ‘The Secretary of War, during the 
present session, had submitied this subject to the | 
committee. He was unwilling to vote more than 
$300,000 at this session, or anyother. Two years 
ago $150,000 was appropriated to put this road in 
repair, in order that the States might accept this | 
road; the last session $154,000 was voted for the 
same purpose. Since the States were to accept 
the road, $304,000 had been expended. Now 
$652,000 more were asked. This was monstrous. 
if $300,000 would not repair the road, he never 
would vote another dollar to that object.. @ 

Mr. McKENNAN said this appropriation be- 
yond $300,000 did not come from the friends of 
the road, but from those who wished to see the 
end of the expenditure. 

Mr. McKAY was opposed, in principle, to the 
bill altogether; but he would vote in favor of ap- 
propriating $300,000, or even $600,000, if it coulde; 
be entirely got rid of. He well remembered that | 
in 1832 the gentleman from Pennsylvania near | 
him, {Mr. McKenwnan,] pledged himself to the | 
House that $328,000 would fully repair this road, | 
and that after that sum had been expended, the 
road would maintain itself. After explaining the 
provisions ofthe laws of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, Mr. McK. proposed a proviso,which 
he should offer, that no more than $100,000 should 
be expended until those States should agree to take | 
the road when the amount should be expended. 
Unless a guarantee should be given he would not 
vote to expend either sum. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, said the interests 
of his immediate constituents forbade he should | 
remain silent and permit the House to decide on 
the pending amendment under the erroneous im- | 
pression which the remarks of the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means were well calcu- 
lated to produce. 
extract from the documents on our file from the | 
War Department. The House ought to know 
that this extract did not appear in the report of the 
Secretary of War made to this House at the com-" 
mencement of the session; nor in the annual report | 
from the Engineer Department. It was to be | 
found in the esumates of the War Department for 
the expenditures of the year 1834. In that paper | 
the Secretary of War requires an appropriationef 
$300,000 for continuation of the repairs of the 
Cumberland road east of the Ohio river, provided 


repairs should be made meets the approbation of | 
Congress. 

Now, the House will perceive that this estimate 
for the year 1834 must not be its guide in deciding | 
on the propriety of passing the bill from the Sen- 
ate under consideration. That bill proposes an || 
appropriation of $652,000—not to be expended in 
1833, but to complete the repairs of the Cumber- | 
land road pow in progress. It is well known that 
the Senate refused to make an appropriation for 
prosecuting these repairs until an estimate had 
been furnished from the Engineer Department, 
showing the whole sum which would be required 
to complete them. In so doing, Mr. T. thought 
the Senate had acted wisely. The experience of 
the past ought to satisfy every member that these 
partial appropriations were inexpedient. 

At the first session of the last Congress the 
laws of Maryland and Pennsylvania, relating to || 
this road, bad been assented to by the United | 
States. They proposed that this Government || 
should repair the Cumberland road within the || 
limits of those States, and then surrender all claim | 
to jurisdiction over it tothem. In which event | 
they agreed to appoint superintendents to collect || 
a sum sufficient in toll from travelers thereon to ] 
keep that road ever thereafter in good repair. 


} 


That gentleman had read an || 


| States and the States of Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, to which Virginia subsequently assented in | I 


part, two of the appropriations were made by the 
last Congress at its several sittings to prosecute 
this improvement. In November last, those ap- 
propriations were exhausted, and from that ume 
to thepresent, the officers of this Government 
employed to superintend these repairs had been 


idle, although they had a right to expect their | 


salaries would becontinued. The road, too, had 
been left in such a condition that it would now 
cost several thousand dollars more to repair it 
than would have been necessary if the work had 
progressed without interruption. These facts were 
made known to the Senate, and to avoid such a 
state of things hereafter, that body had rightly 
determined to appropriate a sum sufficient to ex- 
empt this Government from all further demands 
for this object. 

The sum proposed to be given, is that which is 


demanded by the War Department, if the first of | 


these several plans of repair mentioned in the 


annual report of the Chief of the Engineer Depart- | 


ment, meets our approbation. Mr. T. here read 
extracts from the report in confirmation of his 
views. He then invited the House to turn its 
attention to the only question which ought to be 
agitated in connexion with this bill. Are the esti- 


/mates of the War Department unreasonable? Is 


the mode of improvement on which those estimates 
are predicated the one which Congress ought to 
sanction? Mr. T. said, from his personal knowl- 
edge of the country, he had no difficulty in answer- 
ing both these questions in the affirmative. It 
would, he thought, be useless, worse than useless, 
to make a defective or partial repair of this great 
highway. If it is to be done, let it be well done, 
and ina manner creditable to the United States 
and beneficial to the people of the great valley of 
the Mississippi, for whose particular accommoda- 
tion it was originally designed. 

Mr. T. made some statements concerning the 
nature of the chief material which had been used 
in the original construction of the road, to show 


that we ought to profit by experience and now use | 


the limestone, which alone was calculated to make 
the road permanent. 


be preferred. 
In reply to statements which had been made 


| showing the large sums of money heretofore ex- 


| pended on tifis road, Mr. T’. appealed to the House, | 
and entreated them not to permit such exhibitions | 
| to prejudice their minds. 


| in some economical manner. 


|| ent measure. 


What have we to do 
with the errors of the Administrations which have 
preceded this? It is certain that Mr. Jefferson’s 
Administration committed one error in not provid- 
ing for the continued repair of the national road 
And the administra- 
tion which succeeded his, erred also in attempting 


|, to keep this road in repair by annual appropriations 
the mode in which the denartment prefers these | 


from the nggjonal treasury. Butare we to permit 
these things to create a prejudice against the pres- 
We now propose to make a good 
road, to reject the worthless material heretofore 
used, and then to erect toll-gates to collect a sum 
sufficient to relieve the treasury from this drain. 
What, said he, are we reminded, too, of the 


| very large sum which this road originally cost! 

He agreed the sum expended was enormous, and | 
|| was at a loss to know how so much money could | 
| have been honestly expended for such a purpose. 
| But are we to refuse an appropriation asked for 
|| by the present lread of the 
| solely because his predecessors or theirsubordinate 
|| agents, under former Administra'ions, have wasted 


ar Department, 


or misapplied appropriations made by Congress? 
He hoped not. He hoped the House would 
examine the estimates now furnished, and if they 


_were,as he believed they were, reasonable and 


accurate, he trusted the whole sum of $652,000 
would be given. 


Mr. T. said the House need not be alarmed at 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 


that this sum would embarrass the Treasury De- | 


partment. It was now well understood, that the 
receipts from the customs for the year 1834 would 
exceed considerably the estimated receipts made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury at the commence- 


He also explained the defec- | 
tive manner in which the road had been originally | 
constructed, and insisted that the MacAdam plan | 
now proposed by the War Department ought to | 


| sum asked for cannot be expended within the year. 

t was most probable not more than $150,000 or 
| $200,000 would be actually drawn from the Treas- 
| uryduring the year 1834. So that the only differ. 
ence between the bill from the Senate and the bil] 
_if amended, as proposed by the gentleman from 

Tennessee, would be this: if we make now an 
appropriation of $300,000, we shall be called next 
year for more money; we shall waste time again 
| in a long debate, and perhaps suffer the repairs to 
| be again suspended. On the contrary, if we sanc- 
| tion the bill from the Senate, we shall place at the 
| disposal of the War Departmenta sum sufficient 
| te relieve us from all further applications, and ac- 
| complish the object which the friends of the road 
| desire. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to amend the 
‘| aniendment so as to provide that no larger sum 
| than $300,000 be appropriated for the object this 
|| year. 
. After some further remarks from Messrs. E. 
| WHITTLESEY, ARCHER, and STEWART, 
Mr. CHILTON moved that the further consid- 
| eration of the bill be postponed to Thursday next, 
| with a view to proceed to other business. 

Mr. MERCER hoped the bill would not be 
postponed. We should want time on Thursday 
next as much as now. 

Mr. VANCE opposed the postponement. If it 
was to be passed, he hoped it would be passed at 


once. 

| Mr. SELDEN was in favor of the postpone- 
| ment, in order that the friends of the bill might 
unite their own views in regard to it. 

| . Mr. EWING opposed the postponement. . 
Mr. CHILTON withdrew the motion, in the 
hope that the question would be taken without 
| further debate. 

After some further discussion, in which Messrs. 
MERCER, POLK, SUTHERLAND, THOM- 
| AS of Maryland, CHAMBERS, and BEARDS- 
LEY participated, . 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS, in order to test the principle 
of the bill, moved to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, could not, he said, 
vote for any of the propositions. We had ex- 
pended four millions of dollars in making a road 
which we could neither give away nor use, with- 
| out very great additional expense. He would vote 
to reduce the appropriation to $300,000, and to 
strike out the enacting clause, or for any proposi- 
tion by which we could get clear of the burden of 
this road. 

Mr. VANCE did not see (he said) how gentle- 
men could get along without this road. Without 
it, they would have no chance to make speeches 
every year in favor of economy, State rights, &c. 
if this was out of the way, gentlemen would be 
obliged to look out for some other subject for re- 
trenchment speeches. They would be driven to 
talk about the $600,000 for the New York cus- 
tom-house, the half a million for the repair of navy- 
| yards, the million for repairs and contingencies 
forthe navy,&c. We would have to look for some 
of the heavy expenditures made on our sea-board. 
|| He remembered the time when there was no com- 
merce between the East and the West by this 
route. If gentlemen choose to cut off the commerce 
| which had since grown up, and which had led to the 
| settlement of the western States, let them do it by 
| refusing to keep up this road. All the money 
| which had ever been expended upon this road 
‘| would not amount to three cents a pound on the 
| merchandize which hand been transported upon it. 
|The whole sum expended on the road did not 
‘amount to as much as the sums expended for re- 

pairs on your little navy-yards and dock-yards. 
| Yet, inasmuch as the money had been expended 
| for the benefit of the West, in common with the 
"rest of the country—although it was the only ex- 
| penditure which had been made for the benefit of 
| the West—it was the constant theme of declama- 
tion for the friends of economy and retrenchment; 
as if all the revenue which had for the last twenty 
_or thirty years been collected had been expended 
| upon the Cumberland road. 
The debate was continued by Messrs. GHOL- 
'SON, CHINN, GILLET, VINTON, POLK, 
_F,. THOMAS, SUTHERLAND, McKINLEY, 
/ and S. JONES, who, after an explanation of his 
views, moved to lay the bill on the table. 








1834. 
~ Mr. HAWES demanded the 
which were ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table was lost: Yeas | 
68, nays 133. 











yeas and nays; | 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS moved to amend the amend- | 


ment by striking out the reference to the acts of 

Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, which he 

deemed unnecessary and improper, as he conceived 

those States were not bound, under the qualified | 
assent of Congress, to accept the road. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON explained his views 
upon the question raised by this motion; when 
the question was taken on the amendment to the 
amendment; which was lost. 

The question was then stated on Mr. POLK’S 
motion to strike out $652,000, and insert $300,000. 

Mr. McKINLEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER made explanations relative to 
the expense of repairing the road. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
moved by Mr. Potk; which was negatived: Yeas 
91, nays 92. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved an amendment, 
providing that not more than $300,000 should be 
drawn from the Treasury for repairs during the 
present year. 

Mr. P. DICKERSON proposed to amend the 
amendment by providing that not more than 
$300,000 should be expended, unless the States 


of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, should | 


agree to take charge of the road, when the whole 
sum of $652,000 should be expended. 

Before the question was tuken, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, June 17, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Done son, his Private Secretary. 


BILLS. 


THE CONG 
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last, in relation to officers of the customs, so far as 


|| may now be in his power. 


ORDERS. : 

The bill concerning the duties on lead was then 
taken up. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN offered the following 
proviso to the bill: ** That it shail not extend to 
or affect the existing duties on red and white lead, 
shot and ditnarge.’’ 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no objection to 
any provision which should be necessary to pre- 
vent frauds upon the revenue; but he was opposed 


| togoing any further, and adopting anything under 


the guise of preventing frauds, which should be 
in effect an increase of duties. He therefore moved 
to lay the bill on the table ull to-morrow, that he 
might have an opportunity of looking into it. 
He, however, withdrew the motion at the request 


of 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, who observed that 


all the provisions of the bill had for their object 
the prevention of frauds except one. That was 
a section laying a duty of two per cent. per pound 
on lead ore; it was inserted at the suggestion of 
one of the honorable Senators from Missouri, who 
thought such a provision necessary for our own 
lead mines, which were sufficient to produce much 


more lead than was necessary for our own con- | 


sumption. 
Mr. CLAY said, enactments to prevent frauds 
| were usual. He thought the provision laying a 


\| duty of two per cent. on lead ore ought to be 
|| stricken out. 


But the bill to protect the revenue 
against frauds ought to pass. 

Mr. PRESTON said, it was always desirable 
that frauds should be prevented, and he would be 
sorry if the motion of his colleague to lay the bill 
on the table should prevent its passage. He was 
opposed to the two per cent. duty, but he sug- 
gested that the provision to prevent frauds might 
be made to conform to that which had been adopted 
| to prevent frauds on the importation of sugar, 





The bill making a reappropriation of unex- | 
pended balances for Georgia militia claims, during 
the years 1792, 1793, and 1794; 

The bill making appropriation for the year 1834, 
for the United States Armory, at Harper’s Ferry, 
Virginia; and 


The bill concerning the Orphans’ Courts for || 
the counties of Washington and Alexandria, Dis- || 


trict of Columbia, were severally ordered to be | 
engrossed for a third reading. 
REPORTS. 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Peasions, to whom was referred the memorial of | 
the Legislature of Indiana, in behalf of William 
Bilsland, asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration of the same; which was agreed to. 
Mr TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 


made a similar report upon the petition of Adrian || ts 
See ee en Te ey |, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, 


Peters; which was concurred in. | 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, reported a bill granting additional compen- 
sation to the United States judge of the western | 
district of Florida; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, reported a bill from the House of | 
Representatives, without amendment, for the relief | 


of George Gordon. F 
PETITION. 


Mr. BIBB presented the memorial of Thomas 
Law and others, citizens of Washington, District 
of Columbia, on the subject of a national currency, | 
to be issued by the United States, loaned to the | 
States, and by the States to be loaned out; receiv- | 
able in all dues and payments to the Treasury; | 
intended to substitute notes of the Government of | 
the United States instead of bank notes, and | 


thereby to protect the community against the evils | 


of the banking system. The memorial was re- 


to be printed. 


RESOLUTION. 
The following resolution was submitted by Mr. | 


SPRAGUE, considered, and agreed to: i 


| which had been melted down abroad and after- 


wards imported in the shape of syrup. 
| Mr. CALHOUN then renewed his motion to 
lay the bill on the table; which prevailed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, being upon 
its passage, 

The merits of the bill were argued, in some in- 
stances at length, by Messrs. BLACK, HEN- 
DRICKS, LEIGH, KING of Alabama, SMITH, 
SHEPLEY, FORSYTH, TYLER, BIBB, and 

| POINDEXTER; when it was lost by the foliow- 
| ing vote, viz: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Ewing, Fre- 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Knight, Leizh, McKean, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
Tyler, and Webster—20. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 


King of Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Morris, 
Preston, Shepley, Southard, Swilt, Waggaman, 
White, and Wright—21. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved to take up the bill 
concerning the duties on lead; which was agreed 
to; when the proviso offered by Mr. Fre.ine- 
HUYSEN was adopted. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out that part 
| of the bill imposing duties ‘* on all lead, in what- 
| ever shape imported,’’and insert in lieu of it, that 
| the article shall be subject to a duty of ‘* double 
| the value of the raw material;’’ which was adopt- 
| ed. F 
| On Mr. C.’s motion, the bill was further amend- 
| ed by striking out the duty of two per cent. per 
| pound, inserted by the House; when, after some 


LOBE. 


| conversation between Messrs. CLAY, LINN, and | 


| CALHOUN, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 


When the doors were opened the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order of 
| the day. 

FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 
| The bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | due to certain citizens for spoliations Committed 
directed to report to the Senate an answer to the i on their commerce prior to the 30th day of Sep- 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th day of May |: tember, 1800. 


. 


On motion of Mr. TYLER, the Senate pro- | 


t e || ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered | 


459 


After the adoption of several unimportant 


| amendments, 


Mr. CHAMBERS spoke at length in favor of 
the bill, and was followed by Mr. FORSYTH 
against the bill, and Mr. WEBSTER in favor of 
it; who both declined going at large into the 
merits of the bill, reserving their views for another 
occasion. 

Mr. FORSYTH then moved that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to Thursday 
next; and that it be made the special order for 
that day; which was agreed to. 

The bill authorizing the distribution of cepies 
of the lute census to members of Congress; 

The bill making reappropriations of unexpended 
balances for Georgia militia claims for the years 
1792, 1793, and 1794; 

The bil regulating the value of foreign silver 
coins; 

The bill making appropriation for the United 
States armory at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, 

Were severally read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 17, 1834. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tnat the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the vill No. 92, to reduce 
and graduate the price of public lands; and that 


said bill be made the special order of the day for 
the 20ch instant. 


Mr. VINTON said, the bill brought up the 
whole subject of the disposition of the public do- 
main, and was a counter project to the measure 
which passsd the Senate at the last session. At 
this stage of the session it was obviously imprac- 
ticable to give the subject the consideration its 
importance demanded. 

Mr. CLAY said, the gentleman was mistaken 
in supposing this was a project counter to the 
measure referred to, or had been got up merely to 
defeat it. On the other hand, it was a subject 
which had been before Congress for ten or twelve 
years past. It did not contemplate the disposition 
of the public domain, excepting such refused lands 
as had been in market, some of them from ten to 
twenty years. The- subject had been brought to 
the attention of the House by memorials from 
various secfions of the country, and from the 
Legisiatures of all the new States. And he hoped 
Congress would be able to dispose of it during the 
present session. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said, there was no subject 
in which his constituents ielt a deeper interest 
than this, and it was obvious that sufficient time 
did not remain during the present session to dia- 
pose of it. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Cray] suggests that it only applies to a portion of 
the public lands. This might be true as to its 
immediate application; but if the bill passed, it 
would scon embrace the whole publicdomain. He 
should be unwilling to see a measure of so much 
importance taken up at this period of the session. 

Mr. H. EVERETT heppdiee wholeday would 
not be consumed in determining what should be 
done. With a view of testing the opinion of the 
House on this question, he moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Upon which question the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. PATTON, considering this a most impor- 
tant question, moved a call of the House; which 
was negatived. 

The question was then taken on laying on the 


| table; which was carried: Yeas 82, nays 30. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee on 


| the Judiciary, reported a bill authorizing the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury to grant a rmht of way in 
the city of New York; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. LEAVITT, from the Committee on Pub- 


| lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of William 


W. Stevenson, of the Territory of Arkansas; 
which was read twice and committed. 
Mr. 8S. JONES moved the rules of the House 


| be suspended, in order that certain joint resolu- 
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tions relative to the management of the Post Office, 
might be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. CONNOR euggested that a bill compre- 
hending the provisions contained in these rerolu- 


tions, as well as several others; was now depending | 


in the other end of the Capitol. 

After a brief explanation from Mr. JONES, the | 
mouon was negatived, 

Mr. STODDERT, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill to renew the patent right of | 
William Perkins; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 


The House then proceeded to the unfinished || 





business of yesterday, being the bill for the con- 
tinuation and repair of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. GILMER moved to reoonsider the vote by 
which the anotion of Mr. Pork to reduce the 
appropriation for repairing the road from $652,000 
to $300,000 was yesterday rejected. 

Mr. STEWART said the friends of the bill 
would vote in favor of the amendment if the re- | 
striction in the next section should be stricken out, | 
Ifthe supporters of the amendment would intimate | 
their willingness to accede to that proposition, no | 
objection would be made to the amendment. 

Mr. HAWES hoped no such intimation would | 
be given. He was opposed to the whole system. | 
Unless an end was put to the log-rolling which | 
prevailed in this House in relation to internal im- 
provemente, it would be necessary to increase the 
tariff to keep the Treasury from bankruptcy. The | 
immense amount of appropriations which had | 
already passed the House were sufficient, he be- 
lieved, to exhaust the Treasury. 

Mr. BROWN said he voted yesterday against 
the proposition of the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Pork,} and, upon reflection, he 
now thought the vote was wrong. Ithad been his 
intention to move for a reconsideration this morn- | 
ing, but it gave him pleasure to find he had been | 
anticipated by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Giimer.] He was not unfriendly | 
to such an appropriation as would finish the road | 
when he considered the compact made by the Gov- 


Treasury would be able to bear so large an appro- 
priation of the public money for this single pur- 
pose during the present year. He hoped the ob- 
servations of the honorable memberfrom Kentucky | 


Mr. Hawes] would not be entirely lost upon the || 


ouse. He hoped honorable gentlemen would 
look about them and see where all these immense 
appropriations will ultimately lead us. He admit- | 
ted to a certain extent the obligation of the Gov- | 


ernment to complete this road, and he would will- || 
} 


ingly, at the proper time, vote for such a sum as 
would finish and put it in a condition to be sur- 
rendered to the several States through which it 
passes, and thus rid the nation forever from these 
continual, and what seemed to him extravagant 
and never-ending expenditures of the public 
money. Unless he was much mistaken, the friends 
of the bill admitted that no more than $300,000 
could be expended upon the road during the pres- 





it most prudent to limit the present appropriation | 
to thatsum. Fle should vote for the reconsidera- 
tion of the motion to amend, and should it pre- 
vail, he would then record his vote in favor of the 
sum proposed by the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

Mr. EWING opposed the reconsideration at 
length. _ 

Mr. HARDIN went at length into an explana- 
tion of the obligation resting upon the United States 
to make this road. Mr. H. expressed his alarm 
at the amount of the appropriations for various 
works of internal improvement contained in the 
bill already reported, which he estimated to be 
twenty millions. With regard to this road, he 
thought the $2,500,000 which had been expended 
upon it solely to enable Baltimore to compete with 
Philadelphia was quite enough. If a road to the 
West was necessary, why not make a road by the 
White Sulphur Springs and the Kenawha, which 
was a hundred miles nearer! If the friends of the 


|| at length. 
‘(| Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred in opinion | 


_ zing expenditures not included in the annual esti- 


| the condition of the revenue for 1834. He con- 
| curred entirely with the gentleman from Ken- 


|| bills amounting to about three millions for expen- | 


|| estimates; which bills, it was expected by gentle- 
|| men, we should act upon. 


_ had no doubt that the receipts of the year would 
| equal the estimate of the Secretary of the Treas- 


! || ury—they might perhaps exceed it—but we should 
ent year, and he therefore, upon reflection, deemed |) 
| 


| lions. 





bill were not satisfied with the $300,000 proposed 
by the amendment, he hoped they would not 
obtain more bv the vote of the House. 

Mr. F. THOMAS replied in detail to the argu- 
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ments and suggestions of Mr. Harpin. 


sitions of Messrs. SurHerLanp and Dickerson, | 


providing that’only $300,000 should be expended | 
during the present year, and that no further sum | 
should be laid out upon the road until the States | 
should signify their assent to take and -maintain | 
the road when the whole should be expended; and | 
| hoped the House would fairly meet the question, | 
| whether the road should be fully and finally re- | 


| paired by the United States, or should be aban- | 


doned—which he considered to be involved in this | 
motion to reconsider, unless the limitation was | 
struck from the bill. 

Mr. BURGES opposed the motion to recon- | 
sider, and explained his views of the mutual and | 
relative interests of the eastern and western States 


with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. ArcueEr.] | 
He wae willing to vote for almost any sum that | 
would enable us to get rid of the road, and transfer | 
it to the States through which it passed. But he 
feared it would be as difficult for us to rid ourselves 
of the Cumberland road as it would be for certain 
gentlemen to abandon another unprofitableconcern. | 
tie was by no means opposed to the object in | 
view; but the appropriation should be made with | 
reference to the actual condition of the revenue, | 





present year. It was not so much with a view to 
| this single object that he had risen, but to notice 


tlemen, before they proceeded further in authori- 
mate submitted by the Treasury, to inquire into 
_tucky, [Mr. Harpiy,] that the state of the Treas- 
ury did not authorize such extraordinary expen- | 
ditures. The sum of eleven hundred thousand 


dollars was appropriated by this bill. We had | 


ditures in this District and the neighborhood. | 
There were bills now before us embracing appro- 


| priations amounting to more than five millions, for || 
ernment; but he doubted very much whether the || 


objects which were not included in the Treasury 


Before we do so, we 

should look into the state of the treasury for 1834. 
|The balance in the treasury, and the estimated 
receipts for the year, from all sources, amount to 
| twenty-six millions and a half; the expenditures 
| of the year, embracing only those included in the 

estimates, and allowing an equal amount for unex- 

pended balances of appropriations at the beginning 
and at the end of the year, amount to twenty-three 
| millions and a half, including five millions for the | 
| public debt and interest—leaving a surplus of 
three millions. If we make the same extraordi- 
| nary appropriations at this as at the last session, 
| of three millions and a half, there would be a defi- 
cit of half a million at the end of the year. He 


recollect how much the resources of the year had 
been diminished. At the commencement of 1833 
we had, of available revenue bonds, twenty-one | 
millions and a half, while on the Ist of January 


last we had but seven millions and a half, making | 
| adifference of fourteen millions, and we commenced || 
| the year with a reduction of about two millions 
|in our revenue from imports—making the re- | 
sources for 1834 below those of 1833 sixteen mil- || 


Mr. T. || 
expressed his willingness to accede to the propo- || 


' ally increasing and be annually contested. 


|; Mr. 





With this knowledge, we were not author- 


| ized to make large appropriations for extraordi- | 
|| nary objects. If we did so, this House, and not 
| the treasury, would be held accountable for any | through one of the most fertile regions of this 


| deficiency. 

We hear much of the increase of Government 
| expenditures, but we overlook the causes. 
| this hasty legislation, at the close of the session, 
| when millions are appropriated without proper ex- 
_ amination, in our presidential contests, when mil- 
| lions are authorized under political influences, in 
| the great struggle between the tariff and anti-tariff 
| sides of the House—the former endeavoring to in- 
crease the expenditures to sustain a large revenue, 
the latter struggling to bring down the revenue to 
a just and moderate measure of national expendi- 
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laying the foundation of new and heavy additions 
to our annual expense, were uniformly hurried 
through the House during the !ast week of the 
session—and too frequently on the very last night, 
This was the great cause of our recent increase of 
expenditures. It originated with the legislative 

and not with the executive branch of the Govern. 
ment—and the corrective should begin here—in 
this House. There never could be any compre- 
hensive, effectual, or substantial system of retrench- 
ment of the expenditures of Government, till this 
habit of authorizing extraordinary expenditures, in 
the gross, at the close of the session, was reformed. 
As longas it is continued, our Federal expenditures 
must go on rapidly increasing; and it is not the ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government, but this House, 
which should be held accountable to the country 
for this steady increase of the expenses of Govern- 
ment. During the last night of business of the last 
session, we appropriated eight hundred thousand 
dollars for this District. We had now before us 
bills amounting in their ultimate consequences to 
more than three millions for this District alone. 
In 1829 we laid the foundation for an expenditure 
/of many millions at the mouth of the Delaware. 
1t was in this way that almost all our increase of 
Federal expenditures was justly to be ascribed to 
legislative and not to executive origin. [It was not 


| from opposition to this bill particularly that he had 
| whatever amount might be applied during the || 


made these remarks. He should pursue the same 
| course in regard to all other expenditures not indis- 


| pensably required for the service of the year. He 
all extraordinary appropriations, and to ask gen- | 


should, when the question came before us, support 
the motion which the gentleman from Tennessee 


{Mr. Pork] promised to make, to strike out the 
| appropriations for fortifications not yetcommenced. 


He would do so for another reason—in the hope 


| that, before the next session, the subject would 


| attract the attention of the War Department; and 
that a system would be proposed, similar to that 


|, adopted in regard to the navy—appropriating a 


| fixed sum annually for the gradual enlargement of 


| fortifications, furnishing them with ordnance, &c., 


| to be placed under the direction of able officers to 
| be distributed to one object or another as they 
might deem most fit for the national interest. 
Without such a system, some of our fortifications 
never would be supplied with ordnance, while our 
| appropriations for fortifications would go on oe. 

e 
hoped that no expenditure, not absolutely required, 
would be authorized for this or any other purpose, 
and that gentlemen would unite, on all sides, in 
arresting the progress of our annual expenditures 
/and in an attempt to diminish those Government 
expenses which had originated in measures of our 

own, hastily adopted and too generally growing 
out of political-causes. With regaré to this 
/measure, he hoped the sum of eleven hundred 
‘thousand dollars, the aggregate proposed in the 
different sections of the bill) would be reduced 
to an amount corresponding to the state of the 
| Treasury. 

THOMAS, of Maryland, contended that 
| the proposed expenditure was taken into account 
in the Treasury estimates. 

Messrs. CHILTON and DUNCAN spoke in 
| support of the bill, and in opposition to the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. PARKS said he had heard of the Cumber- 
land road for many years, and every year we had 
been told that the sum asked would be the last 
| which would be wanted. It appeared, from state- 
| ments made here this morning, that one hundred 
' and thirty-two miles of the road had cost two and 
/a half millions of dollars, which was equal to 
| 19,774 dollars a mile. It should be recollected, 


| too, that this road, which had cost so much, run 


country. He would now call the attention of the 
House to the expense of road-making in the State 


itis in || of Maine. A few years ago, amilitary post having 


| been established on the northeastern frontier, it 
was thought expedient to make a road to it, for 
the conveyance of stores, troops, &c. The dis- 
tance was seventy miles, the whole lying in an 
| uninhabited and entangled forest, and the provi- 
' sions used by the laborers were brought from this 
very Ohiocountry. But this road cost only twen- 
| ty-one hundred dollars a mile; and he assured the 
| House that the greater part of it—for he was over it 


ture. These were the causes; and the measures !' last fall—was as solid, smooth, and perfect, as the 
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Pennsylvania avenue from the Capitol to the Pres- 
ident’s House. Further: he would state that the 
State of Maine, in taking the road from the Gov- 
ernment, asked only six thousand dollars to put it 
in complete repair, and this sum the delegation 
from Maine thought would be amply sufficient. 
‘To be sure, this was not a macadamized road, but 
it was as good a road as any in New England. 
Hethought we had better abandon the road which 
was to cost $20,000 a mile, and build one on a iess 
expensive pian. 

r. VANDERPOEL said that he was one of 
those who voted for the larger sum on yesterday, 
but that subsequent reflection had satisfied him 
that the sum of six. hundred thousand dollars 
was too large, and he would therefore vote for a 
reconsideration, with a view ultimately to vote 
for the minor sum. ~ He was satisfied that the 
condition of the Treasury would not justify the ap- 
propriation of the enormous sum proposed. Con- 
sidering the compact that had been adverted to in 
this debate, and the fact that the Federal Govern- 
ment had already fathered this child for so many 
years, he (Mr. V.) had no constitutional scruples 
to embarrass him, in relation to this particular 
matter; and wag therefore at liberty of viewing it 
as a mere matter of justice; of justice, so far as it 
regarded the whole nation, which was-proposed to 
be taxed, and of justice, also, as it regarded the 


claims of that section of country which the road || 


accommodated; and viewing it solely under con- 
siderations of expediency and justice, he was con- 
strained to say, that the larger amount proposed 
to be appropriated, was unreasonable and extrav- 
agant. Give your New England Yankees six hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and they would be able to 
construct with it a perfect Appian way over the 
whole of New England. They knew the value of 
money, and had the talent to disburse it to the best 
possibleadvantage. Hehad been told that nearly, 
or over, three millions of dollars had already been 
appropriated for thisroad. He could not say that 
he regretted even this enormous expenditure, 
because it had eneee tended very much to the 
population and prosperity of that magnificent 
valley, where, at no distant period, would be 
the majority of our population. As an American 
citizen, looking to the good of the whole country, he 
should not deplore sucha result, for mankind would 
always go where nature presented the strongest 
attractions; but there were reasons why we should 
at this crisis keep an eye to economy. We had 
heard a great deal on this floor about the enormous 
expenditures of this Administration; and from the 
formidable appropriations he (Mr. V.) had already 
witnessed here, he was convinced that the Execu- 
tive was made the scapegoat for the uniform prod- 
igality of this House in making appropriations. 
Some of the most ardent friends of this bill had 
been most loud and vehement in their denuncia- 
tions of the alleged extravagance of this Adminis- 


= 


| 


' 
' 


} 
} 
| 


| 
| 


|| of population—because her resources were im- || 


tration; and he (Mr. V.) could not but observe, | 


that when some gentlemen had dilated upon this, 
their favorite topic, they always took good care to 
forget that the legislation of Congress had contrib- 
uted most essentially to the expenditures of this 
Administration; that upon this Administration 


had fallen the enormous calls made upon your || 


Treasury under the pension laws of 1828 and of | 


1832, and other claims created by Congress, too 
numerous to mention; and if we now, in the ful- 


ness of our affection for our western brethren, | 


were to appropriate this formidable sum of six 
hundred thousand dollars, it was difficult to say 
how long it would be before one of the friends of 
the bill would animadvert ‘* upon the startling ag- 


gregate expenditures of 1834,’’ without mentioning | 


the amount disbursed upon the Cumberland road, 


as a constituent part of the sum total of this year’s | 


expenditure. 


Mr. V. therefore thought that we | 


were admonished, not only by a consideration of | 
what was reasonable, but by the facility with | 
which, not we, sir, but the head of the executive | 


department, might in future be reproached for 


extravagance, not to grant the enormous sum _ 


appropriated by the vote of yesterday. 
Mr. V. said, though he should vote for the 
minor sum, he desired to have it distinctly under- 


stood that he had not been converted to the meas- | 


ure by the speech made yesterday by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Vance.] That gentleman 
must have supposed that my colleague [Mr. 


Mann] was the mouthpiece of the New York del- 
egation, or he certainly would not have indulged in 
a train of remarksso illy calculated to propitiate the 
| good will, and secure the votes of New York. Sir, 
| (said Mr. V.,) it is the good or ill fortune of gen- 





| tlemen from New York, sometimes to differ in | 
|| opinion as to the subjects that here come before 


| us, and for my part, [ can freely say, that I am 
| too often annoyed with the question, ‘* How will 


| the New Yorkers go upon this subject?’’ I can- 
not accord to the gentleman from Ohio, or any 


| Mr. LOV 


| other gentleman, the right to infer that the entire | 


| New York delegation intend to go for or against a 


|; nel—New* Orleans. 


| particular measure, because one of its number | 


| indicates his course in regard to it. I repeat, sir, 
| that Iam not unfriendly to the bill, if it contains 
| a reasonable sum, nor to the section of the coun- 


| try which it is designed to benefit; but I will here || 
| remark, that if the appropriation is to be supported || 
| in the spirit which characterized the speech of the || 


| friends, and I will take care of my enemies.’” Why 
| had the gentleman alluded so cavalierly to the 
| appropriation forthe New York custom-house, and 
| for the navy-yard at Brooklyn? What was there 
| in the history and career of New York, to justify 
| the spirit which such remarks evinced? Wasshe 
| justly chargeable with a spirit of meanness and 
Sete to our western brethren? 

| York been a leech upon your Treasury ? Had she 
| ever received anything to aid her in her magnifi- 


| cent works of internal improvement? No, sir. || 


| She applied to 


ou for aid, and you refused it. 
| She asked for 


Sra, and you gave her a stone; 





| for, after she had completed her grand work, which | 
| was an ornament not only to that great State, but | 


| to the country, and to the age in which we lived, 
| you, sir, (I mean this Federal Government,) at- 
| tempted to subject her canal boats to your custom- 
| house regulations. I believe, sir, that you appro- 


| priated some three or four thousand dollars to make || 


| a military road somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Sackett’s Harbor, to enable you to transport your 
| own cannon to 


| provement. 
| this facility to attack New York. Was it because 
| she was great—because she had overtwo millions 


| mense—and because she had her great commercial 
emporium, where was collected most of the reve- 
| nue of this Government? 
| things in no spirit of boasting, for he .was fully 
| persuaded, from the short time he had already 
been here, that these circumstances were not much 


| favor here. If New York had a commercial em- 
| porium that required custom-houses, and all the 
facilities for the collection of revenue, and if she 
| hada harbor, accessible at all times, and well fitted 


advantages, which nature had secured to her, war- 
ranted taunting allusions to her, or furnished any 
argument in favor of this formidable appropriation 
for the Cumberland road. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he did not rise to dis- 
cuss the character of the New York delegation. 


| An opinion might be formed of that delegation 
| without their speaking of themselves, and as one 


of the number, he chose to avoid that subject. 
Neither did he rise to say anything in reply to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


which he took exception, or which he thought 
should be regarded es offensive by any member 
from New York. But he had risen to entreat the 
House to drop the subjects upon which they had 
been occupied the last two hours, and to vote upon 
the bill before them, in order that they might take 
up some other of the important business of the 
session. The House, he thought, would not be 


'| greatly benefitted or improved by remarks upon 





| 


the character of any delegation, and he hoped the 


|| question about that of New York would be laid 


| 


| on the table, and the motion for reconsideration 
| disposed of without further debate. 

Mr. McKENNAN spoke earnestly in opposi- 
tion to the motion to reconsider. He considered 


calculated to commend her to an undue share of | 


| 
| 





' 


| 
| 
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E followed on the same side. 
Mr. HARDIN opposed the bill, and the whole 
system of which it was a part. The system of 
internal improvements he viewed as unconstitu- 
tional, and as enabling the Federal! Government to 


|| swallow uptheStates. The interests of the West, 


| he thought, were wholly mistaken on this subject. 


|} 
|| gentleman ‘from Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] then the || 


| measure might well exclaim, ‘* Oh, save me from my | 


1 


Had view |) 


| 
} 

| 

| 

} 
|| 
| 
| 
{| 


the frontier; and that, sir, tells the || 
| whole story of your munificence to New York, by | 
| way of aiding her in her schemes of internal im- || 
Mr. V. said he did not know why || 


He mentioned these |! 


i] 
| 


He believed it would be more for the interest of 
the West if mountains, higher than the Andes, 
and capped with eternal snows, were between the 
Western and the Atlantic States. The trade of the 
West would then pass through its natural chan- 
Now, the imports of the 
West were made from the Northeast, and her ex- 
ports through the Southwest—the two points being 
thousands of miles distant. 

Messrs. LOVE, STEWART, and THOMAS 
of Maryland, followed in opposition to the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. POLK advocated the motion, and insisted, 
that as only $200,000 could be beneficially used 

this year for the work, it was unnecessary to de- 


|| prive the Government of the use of three times 
|| that sum. 


He also contended that though the 
| revenue of the year would exceed the estimates by 
| two millions of dollars, yet we had appropriated, 


/and were likely to appropriate, such large sums 


for different objects, that the Treasury would not 
be able to meet them. 

Mr. WAYNE made some remarks in support 
| of the motion to reconsider, and in opposition to 
| the bill. 

Mr. D. J. PEARCE moved the previous ques- 
| tion, 

Mr. LANE earnestly requested him to with- 
draw it, as he wished to make a few remarks. 

{Loud cries of ** No,’’ ** No,’’and ** Question,” 
** Question.’’] 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put without a 
division. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, moved a call of 
the House; which was negatived. 
| ‘The question on the motion to reconsider was 
then taken by yeas and nays, and determined in 
the affirmative: 

Yeas 101, nays 96. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Pork, reducing 
the appropriation for the repair of the road east 
of the Ohio, from $652,000 to $300,000, was then 
agreed to without a division. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the words ** entire completion of,”’ in 
the third section, and the whole of the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill; which was divided. 

The question on the former being taken first— 
| Mr. ELLSWORTH opposed the motion. He 

should hesitate to vote for any appropriation for 
| repairs, unless it was provided that this should be 
| the last appropriation for that object. He would 
| not, therefore, vote to strike out the words * en- 


|| tire completion of.” 
as a naval depot, he could not perceive that these || 


Mr. BEARDSLEY had voted against the mo- 
| tion to reconsider, and would vote against this 
| motion. He wished the action of the House now 
to be final and conclusive. 

Mr. McKENNAN remarked, that if the words 


were stricken out, the bill would stand exactly as 


| it was reported from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 


The question being taken, the motion to strike 


| out the words ** entire completion of,’’ was nega- 


tived: Yeas 93, nays 115. 
The question was then stated on striking out the - 


Vance,] for he had heard nothing from him to || fourth section. 


Mr. GHOLSON moved to amend the section 


| by adding a declaration that, after the money 


|| appropriated by this act shall be expended, Con- 
| gress will abandon all further jurisdiction of the 


| 


| road. 
| After some remarks from Messrs. GHOLSON, 
BEARDSLEY, W. COST JOHNSON, ELLS- 
WORTH, and MERCER, 

Mr. EWING offered an amendment to the 


| amendment, providing that the States of Indiana, 


|| Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri, shall not be prohib- 


| ited from taxing the public lands after the relin- 
| quishment of this road takes effect. 

| Mr. GILMER proposed a substitute for the 
| amendment of Mr. Guotson, which he wished 


| the reduction of the sum as tantamount to the |! that gentleman to accept, before it was decided 


destruction of the bill itself. 


' between them. 
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: - (] - . . . 
Mr. McKIM moved the previous question; | He held in his hand a statement, made by one of || | The proceedings of a meeting of inhabitants of 


which was seconded. 
The CHAIR atated the main question would be 
on the third reading of the bill as amended. 
The question on the third reading was carried; 
yeas 127, nays 78. 
‘The bill was then read a third time and passed. | 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, June 18, 1834. 


A message upon execuuve business was re- 
ceived (vom the President of the United States, by | 
Mr. Vong son, his Private Secretary. 

The ViCuw PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nicavon from the War Department, transmitting a 
statement relative to Indian tribes; which, on mo- 
uuon of Mr. TIPTON, was ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans-' 
mittung, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a statement of the monthly accounts of the 
Bank of the United States, and the State banks 
where the public moneys are deposited. 

Mr. SM Mh presented a petition signed by 736 
citizens of Tolland county, Connecticut, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, and the recharter of said institution, | 
or another, under certain modifications. 

Mr. SMITH prefaced the presentation of the 
memorial with a few remarks relative to the dis- | 
tress complained of, and its causes. 

Mr. McKEAN said he did not rise to interfere 
with the prerogative of the honorable Senator from 
Connecticut, nor would he obtrude upon the Sen- 
ate his opinions of the merits or demerits of the 
memorial just presented by the honorabie genile- | 
men. He had generally found it to be the best | 
policy to mind his own business; but he considered | 
the present a legitimate occasion, in parliament- | 
ary order, as connected with the same subject, to 
correct some misstatements which were going the 
newspaper rounds, in reference to himself. It had, 
he knew not how, got into print that he should 
have said in his place, as a Senator, that a majority || 
of the citizens of Pennsylvania were opposed to 
the removal of the deposites. Now, he averred, | 
in the face of the whole Senate, that he had never, 
publicly or privately, said any such thing, nor 
should he now presume an opinion the one way or 
the other. What he had said on the subject was | 
strictly confined to the opinions of the peutioners || 
whose memorials he was at the time about to pre- | 
sent; and then only in cases where he had been | 
by letter, or otherwise, requested todo so. Why, 
sir, (said Mr. McK.,) it might be considered pre- 
sumptuous, if not impertinent, for a Pennsylvania 
Senator to venture an opinion on this floor, as to | 
the general political character of that State, when 
there are so many other gentlemen on either side 
of thequestion who seem to understand precisely, 
not only what the present sentiment of the people 
of Penusylvania now is, but what it will be ia all | 
time to come; and from these erroneous State- || 
ments, it had been ungenerously inferred that he || 
(Mr. McK.) was not quite asgood a Jackson man || 
as he ought to be. It was not, he said, because 
he was apprehensive, if thig should reach the ears || 
of the Executive, that it would deprive himself and 
family of their daily bread, that he noticed it; but || 
he did not like to risk the injurious effects that | 
might result to his State and constituents, by thus || 
insidiously frittering away his well-known influence 
with the present Administration. He had, on an- | 
other occasion, said he would vote to restore the 
deposites; not because he believed the restoration 
would afford the desired relief, but because a very 
large majority of his constituents, who had ex- 
pressed any opinion on the subject, had asked for 
the restoration of the deposites as a measure of 
relief; and for so doing he had been proscribed and 
denounced as a traitor by a certain well-disciplined 
corps, who had ceased not, day aor night, to pur- | 
sue him since a certain period in 1829, He did 
not complain of this; very far from it. He ought 
rather to rejoice. For though he could, in truth, 
boast of as true and faithful friends as any man 
ever had, he had long been convinced that his || 
enemies had rendered him more essential service | 
than his friends. | 

But, (said Mr. McK.,) how stands thia case? '' 


| 


_ beams of his effulgence, and without an authority, | 


_he was also on that floor the humble representative | 


| questions of mere expediency, he would advocate 


| 

‘ : ] 
sincere friends, and very many of them his most || 
| 

' 

| 

| 


| che under secretaries, from the Senate files, show- | 


ing the number of individuals from Pennsylvania 


| who had petitioned that body to restore the depos- 


ites, and also the number of those who had re- | 
monstrated against the restoration. This inciuded 
all who had actually signed memorials, on both 
sides, which had been presented to the Senate | 
during the present session from Pennsylvania, and 
stands thus: from the counties of Union, Cam- 


| bria,. Northampton, Cumberland, Montgomery, 


Adams, Mifflin, Northumberland, Bedford, Sus- 
quehanna, Chester, Delaware, Lycoming, Hun- 
ungton, Lancaster, Franklin, Schuyikill, Berks, | 
Alleghany, Philadelphia county and city, Pitis- | 
burg, Moyamensing aud Southwark, Oxford, By- 
berry, Germantown, Waynesborough, ‘Tamaqua, 
Bristol, Pottsville, and Muncy creek, (towns and 
villages, ) forty different memorials, signed by thirty- | 
eight thousand and seven hundred freemen of Penn- | 
syivania, complaining of distress, and praying for | 
the restoration of the deposites; and opposed to 

this, from Pennsylvania, are six, and only six, * 
memorials from Philadelphia, Pittsburg and the | 
county of Schuylkill, signed by only five hundred | 
and seventy-one individuals, who remonstrated | 
against the restoration of the deposites; exhibiting 
a disparity of more than sixty-seven to one, and an 
aggregate majority of thirty-eight thousand one 
hundred and twenty-nine in favor of restoring the 
deposites. Whatis the duty of a faithful repre- | 
sentative of the people under such circumstances? 
Shall he, because all have not complained, turn a || 


| deaf ear to thirty-nine thousand, who have laid {| } 
| conduct in the defence of Fort Stephenson; and that 
_he present a sword to each of the following offi- 


their petitions at his feet? In giving his vote for the | 
restoration of the deposites, he had not cousulted | 
the mere willof the Executive, northat ofany other || 
individual; nay, he had not consulted his own will. | 
He was what he professed to be, the sincere | 
friend of Andrew Jackson, though he detested || 
many of the reptiles that were basking in the | 
presuming to act and speak in his name. But | 
| 

in part of the people of Pennsylvania; and if he || 
understood their interests, and knew their will on 


the one, and obey the other, please or displease | 
whom it might. He was a party man as far as | 
conscience would permit. He abhorred and con- | 
demned alike, a captious opposition, and a blind | 
and sycophantic devotion to any Administration. | 
He desired to examine this alittle further. He || 
had another statement, made out by the same offi- || 
cer, from the files of the Senate, which showed 
that there have also been presented to the Senate 
from Pennsylvania resolutions and proceedings of || 
thirty-five meetings of the people in their primary || 
assemblies. Also, eleven corporate bodies, and |. 
resolution and proceedings of one general State 
convention, making in all forty-seven—all recom- | 
mending that the public deposites be restored; | 


/and, on the other side, there have been only reso- || 


lutions of twelve meetings of citizens opposed to | 
the restoration presented to the Senate from Penn- | 
sylvania. 1] 
Supposing the question be tested exclusively on 
party ground, and let the friends of General Jack- | 
son only be heard, he was certainly within bounds || 
when he said, that of the 38,700 petitions, there || 
were at least 8,000 of them General Jackson’s 


active supporters; and several of them, as well as 
himself, were members of the electoral college in || 
1832, and gave him their votes. Then we have || 
8,000 against 571—about fourteen Jackson men in |, 
favor, to one Jackson man opposed, to the resto- 
ration. So, consider it in what light you please, 
either as a question of general expediency, or as 
a purely party question, his vote was correct—if | 
the will of the people, as expressed, was to be 
considered at all binding upon the representative. | 
He had conscientiously listened to the complaints || 
of the people; and if that be treason, let his ene- 
mies make the most of it. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- || 
tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY presented the following memorials: | 

From the inhabitants of Huntingdon county, 


| Pennsylvania. 


1 
From citizens of the town of Cannonsburg, 1 
Washington county, Pennsylvania; also, 


Boon county, Kentucky; and 

The proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Allin favor of a restoration of the deposites to 
the Bank of the United States, and the recharter 
of that institution; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a memorial, signed 
400 inhabitants of the county of Kent, Rhode 
Island, of a similar character, and upon which the 
same order was taken. 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Wake county, Norih Caro- 
lina, held at Holly Spring. The resolutions 
aporove of the course of the Administration in 


| removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
|| ted States, sustain the reasons of the Secretary of 


the Treasury, are averse to a recharter of that 
institution, and approve of the acts of the Admin- 
istration generally. The proceedings were read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REPORTS. 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported the following joint resolution: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause a gold medal to be struck, with 


| suitable emblems and devices, and presented to 


Colonel Croghan, in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his gallantry and good 


cers engaged in that affair: to Captain James Hun- 


| ter, Lieutenants Benjamin Johnson, Cyrus A. 
 Buyler, and John Meeks, Ensigns Edmund Russ 


and Joseph Duncan. 
BILLS. 
The bill concerning the duties on lead, and 
The bill concerning the Orphans’ Courts of the 
counties of Washington and Alexandria, District 
of Columbia, were severally read a third time, and 


passed. 
Mr. SOUTHARD moved a reconsideration of 
the vote upon the bill for the relief of the legal 


|, representatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, but 


consented that the motion should lie on the table. 
GENERAL APPROPRIA‘7ION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civiland diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1834. 

A lengthened and desultory debate then ensued 
upon a proposition by Mr. PRESTON to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill to Tues- 
day next, on the ground that no legislative provis- 
ion had been made relative to the custody of the 
public treasure. . 

In this debate, Messrs. PRESTON, WEB- 


STER, FORSYTH, CLAY, and GRUNDY, 


participated; and it terminated by Mr. PRES- 
TON’S withdrawal of the proposition to postpone; 
and the Senate proceeded.in the consideration of 
the bill. 

Theamendments reported by the Committee on 
Finance being first taken up— 

The recommendation to reduce the salary of 
the additional watchman of the northeast execu- 


| tive building from 750 dollars to 300 dollars, was 


adopted. “ 
The amendment to give the messenger of the 


_ Library 500 dollars instead of 700 dollars, was then 


agreed to. 
The amendment appropriating 70,080 dollars for 


| mileage and pay of members of Congress, in addi- 


tion to the appropriation of the 11th February, 


1834, was also agreed to. 


The amendment appropriating 7,000 dollars for 
the necessary apparatus to establish a refinery of 
gold and silver at the Mint, came up next in order; 
and after some explanation of its object from Mr. 
WEBSTER, 

Mr. BENTON said he was not opposed to the 
appropriation, but it was his wish, and he believed 
the general object, to make gold a part of the cur- 
rency of the country; and he would only remark, 
that he would consider the vote upon this propo- 
sition as expressing the sense of the Senate upon 





1834. 
the question of making gold a part of the currency 
of the country. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The appropriation of $40,000, to compensate 
for documents ordered to be printed by Gales & | 
Seaton, after someconversation between Mr. FOR- | 














THE 


ces day 


| 
| 


8 since, might be taken up; which was 


negatived. 
“Mr.VINTON, from the Committee on Patents, | 


| reported a bill for the relief of James Jones; which 


| 


SYTH and Mr. WEBSTER, was agreed to. || 


The appropriation of $42,960, for printing and 
engraving maps and documents relating to the 
public lands, ordered to be printed by the Senate, 
came up next in order. 

Upon a request for some explanation of this 


was read twice and postponed until Tuesday next. | 
Mr. P. DICKERSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution proposed by Mr. 


| Cuay, making the bill for the graduation of the 


item by Mr. FORSYTH, the estimates were read; | 


when 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the amendment; whieh were ordered, 
and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, | 
Clay, Clayton,Ewing, Frelinghuyeen, Hendricks, 
Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, Mc- 
Kean, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, | 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, | 
Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Web- | 
ster, and Wilkins—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, King | 
of Georgia, Shepley, Tipton, Waggaman, White, | 
and Wright—9. 


The question was determined in the affirmative. || 


The appropriation of $46,294 to the contingent | 
expenses of the Senate, was then agreed to on a | 
division—yeas 30, nays not counted. 

The appropriation of $5,000 to enable the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to carry into effect the act | 
for the relief of certain insolvent debtors, approved | 
June 7th, 1834, was also agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out the sec- | 
ond section in the bill limiting the salaries of the 
collectors of customs to $3,000, the naval officers | 
to $2,500, and the weighers, gaugers, markers, | 





i{ 
| 


price of public lands the special order for the 20th 
instant, was yesterday laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY requested the biil might be read; 
which was done. , 

Mr. REED called for the reading of the amend- 


| ment proposed to this bill, which was, eubsian- 


tially, the land bill of the Senate of the last session ; 
which was done. 


Mr. PATTON said, it must be manifest that 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Dek. ’ 
| wished to see the obstruction removed would, on 
| every principle of economy, support the amend- 


the consideration of the bill and amendment, must || 


bring up all the various projects relative to the dis- 


| posal of the public lands in the different sections 


appraisers, and all others connected with the col- || 


lection of the customs, to $2,000 each, and to 


. e + | 
shall receive such sums as will give them respect- | 


ively the same compensation in the year 1834, || cur in the amendment of the Senate. Agreed to. 
The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- || 


according to the importations of that year, as they | 
would have been entitled to receivé if the act of | 
July, 1832, had not gone into effect, and thatthey | 
shall be sore for the year 1833 as if they had been | 
specifically included in the third section of the | 
general appropriation bill of 1833: Provided, That | 


| laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
insert in lieu thereof— || 
‘** That these officers and their respective clerks || 


| 


the compensation of weighers, gaugers, measurers, || 


or appraisers, shall in nocase exceed, either by fees | 


or salaries, $2,000 each per annum: And provided | 
also, That no officer shall receive, under this act,a 


greater annual salary or compensation than was || 
paid to such officer for the year 1832.”’ \ 


A debate then ensued, in which Mr. WEB- 
STER, Mr. WRIGHT, and Mr. PORTER, 
supported, and 

r. CLAY and Mr. SILSBEE opposed the 
amendment, the latter of whom were in favor of 
the provision inserted in the bill by the House. 

Mr. PORTER then offered a proviso to the 
amendment, that the number of officers in the cus- 


now in service. 
Mr. WEBSTER made some further remarks | 


in favor of the amendment, and expressed his || 


willingness, for himself, to accept the proviso. 
After some further remarks from Mr. WRIGHT | 
and Mr. CLAY— 





| the appropriation for improving the navigation of 
| Red river from $30,000 to $100,000, was read. 


| was not aware of any reason why the amount | 
| fixed by the committee should be reduced. The 
tom-house shall not be augmented beyond those | 


of the Union. All gentlemen, he thought, would | 
admit that questions of so much importanceshould | 
not be brought up at the heel of the session. He 


the table. | 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; | 
which was ordered. ;' 
After the call had proceeded through the first | 
stage, on motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was sus- | 
pended. | 
Mr. GRENNELL called for the yeas and nays | 
on the question of laying the motion to reconsider 
on the table; which were ordered. 
The motion was carried, yeas 111, nays 87. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, covering 
a report from the officer at the head of the Topo- 
graphical bureau, relative to the survey of the , 
harbor of Portland, Maine. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, the papers were | 


The bill making certain foreign silver coins a 
legal tender, as amended by the Senate, came up. | 
Mr. C. P. WHITE moved that the House con- | 


ury to grant a right of way in a certain case in | 
the city of New York, was read a third time and | 
passed. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules in order | 
that the bills relative to the public service—the | 
appropriation bills, and the coinage bill, might be | 
taken up; which was carried, yeas 121, nays 34. * | 

The Bil 
certain harbors, and removing obstructions from 
the mouth of certain rivers for 1834. 

The amendment made in committee, increasing 


Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
the amendment, by reducing the appropriation to | 
$90,000. 

Mr. GARLAND opposed the amendment. He | 


amount was required to complete the work, and | 





lessening the appropriation would only obstruct |, 


its progress. The raft increased annually about | 


| making additional appropriations for || 


468 


ment This amount was now sufficient, but here- 
afier it might require double the amount from the 
continued increase of the obstiaction. 

Mr. VINTON had voted for the amendment, 


but should vote against concurring in it. The im- 
provement was not for commercial purposes, vut 
it is intended to bring a large body of the Lest cot- 
| ton land inthe United States into the market. In- 
stead of bringing a price according to ite value, by 
the bill granung preémpiion rights, passed a few 
days since, this and wiil not feteh more than one 
dollar and twenty-five cents: per acre. All the 
motives for supporting the amendment had been 


| destroyed by that bill. Ele should, thereiore, vote 


against the amendment. 


Mr. McKiNLEY was not in favor of large ap- 


|| propriations generally, but sometimes sound econ- 


omy required it. From the statements of Mr. 
Shreve, whose practical acquaintance with this 
subject rendered his opinions far more valuable 


| than those of any other enginéer in the service, he 
|| therefore moved to lay the motion to reconsider on | 


should support the amendment. 

Mr. McK, replied at length to the arguments 
of Mr. Vinton as to the effect of this improve- 
ment. 

Mr. LANE supported the amendment in com- 


| mittee, and should vote for it again, believing it 


to be called for by good policy and economy, 
upon which he explained his views relative to this 


| measure. 


Mr. EWING supported the amendment at 
length. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND thought it was much bet- 
ter, if it was intended to pass the bill, to act upon 
it. These arguments had been heard in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Unless the bill could be 


| acted on and sent to the Senate, it was futile to 


takeitup. Gentlemen should recollect that there 
were but few days of the session left, and act ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. VINTON went into a further defence and 
explanation of his views in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. McKIM asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered. 

After some further discussion, in which Messra. 
THOMAS of Louisianns, GARLAND, ASH- 
LEY, and HUBBARD, took part, the question 
was taken on concurring with the Committee of 
the Whole in the amendment, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 60, nays 121. 

Mr. GARLAND moved to insert $60,000; 
which was negatived. 

The question then being on concurring in the 
amendment appropriating ten thousand dollars for 
improving the harbor of Mobile, in removing the 
bar at the entrance of the harbor, called the Choc- 


| taw pass— 


three miles in length, and delay only increased the || 


expenses of removing it. 
r. THOMAS withdrew his motion. | 
Mr. HUBBARD was unwilling to go into a | 


Mr. MURPHY spoke in support of the amend- 


| ment, and the question being taken, it was con- 


curred in. 

The question being on the amendment appro- 
priating fifty thousand dollars for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the river Savannah, and 
in removing the obstructions in said river, from 
the city of Savannah to its mouth— 

Mr. WAYNE moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out fifty and inserting twenty thousand 
dollars; which was agreed tu, and the amendment, 
as amended, was concurred in. 


Mr. FORSYTH moved an adjournment; which | 
was agreed to—18 to 15. | 
At six o’clock the Senate adjourned. 


discussion of this subject. The sum proposed by || 
the department to be applied to this object was || 
$25,000. The committee concluded to increase it | 
, to $30,(00. This sum, he believed, was all that || 


The question being next upon the amendment 
appropriating thirty thousand dollars for continu- 
ing and securing the works at Oawego harbor, 
New York— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespary, June 18, 1834. 


The Committee of the Whole, on motion of Mr. || 
HARDIN, were discharged from the bill ceding | 





the right of the United States to certain land in the 


| safe ground. 


could be profitably expended before the end of the | 


| next session of Congress. The object of the com- 


mittee was to carry on the works commenced. If 
the House should increase appropriations upon 
individual statements, it would be treading on un- 


| 


} 


Mr. McKINLEY opposed the amendment, and 
called for the yeas and nays thereupon; which 
were ordered. 

After some debate, in which Messrs. TUR- 
RILL, McKENNAN, McKINLEY, GILLET, 
POLK, E. WHITTLESEY, WARDWELL, 


MANN of New York, STEWART, BEARDS- 
LEY, BURGES, SELDEN, HUBBARD, and 
McKIM, took part— 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to amend the amend- 
ment made in Committee of the Whole, by strik- 
ing out thirty thousand dollars and inserting eight 
thousand dollars. 

The debate upon the item was continued by 
Messrs. GARLAND, SUTHERLAND, MER- 
CER, and EWING; 


* 


city of New Orleans, and the same was referred | Mr. POLK said the amendments added in the | 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | committee, proposing additional appropriations | 
Union. || which had never been examined by any commit- I} 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | tee, amounted to $350,000. We had the estimate || 
and Canals, reported a bill authorizing the con- | of the Engineer Department, calling for $25,000. | 
struction of certain roads, andthe improvement of | This was from a responsible source; and the | 
certain harbors of the United States; which was __ views of individuals, however respectable, could || 
read twice and committed. |; not be compared with this estimate as the basis of |, 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules, in | action by the House. | 
order that the additional rule, proposed by him '!' Mr. HAWES hoped that every gentleman who !' 
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| 

When the question on the amendment to the | 
amendment was taken, and it was negatived—yeas 
Al, nays 97. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole in the amendment; 
which was carried. 

The amendments added in Committee of the || 
Whole, for $15,000 for Big Sodus Bay, $20,000 
for Genesee river, $12,000 for Black Rock harbor, 

90,000 for Buffalo harbor, $4,000 for Dunkirk 
harbor, $20,000 for Presque Isle, $13,350 for 
Cleveland harbor, $10,000 for Grand river, $5,000 
for Black river, $6,700 for Huron river, $5,000 for 
Avhtabula creek, were all concurred in. 

The item appropriating $30,000 for surveys, 
added in committee, then came up on the question 
of concurrence. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was a member of the 
House in 1824, when this appropriation was first 
made. {t had been continued from that time to 
the present; and with ordinary care in its expen- 
diture, surveys enough would have been accumu- 
lated to last forathousand years. He would ask 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means for an explanation of this item. 

Mr. POLK said this was rejected by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, who deemed it un- 
necessary and improper to continue this appropria- 
tion. It had been moved in the Committee of the 
Whole by the gentleman at the head of the Com- 
mittee of Roads and Canals, (Mr. Mercer,] and 
was there inserted in the bill. After an explana- 
tion upon the subject at some length, Mr. P. ex- 
pressed his decided opposition to the amendment. 

Mr. MERCER supported the amendment at 
some length; and was followed by 

Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS, who advocated with great | 
earnestness the system of internal improvement. 

Mr. ARCHER replied, and Mr. ADAMS re- 
joined; when the question was taken, and the 
amendment was nevatived—yeas 90, nays 103 


The item for improving the branch of Elizabeth 
river, called Deep Creek, $29,000, was then read. 


Mr. LOVE moved the House adjourn; which 
was negative d. 

Mr. MILLER called the previous question. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to lay the bill on 
the table; on which the yeas and nays were 
orde red. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved anadjournment; which | 
was lost; yeas 74, nays 106. 

Mr. MILLER withdrew the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew the motion to lay on 
the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was renewed by 
Mr. BEATTY. 

Mr. MERCER moved the House adjourn; on 
which he demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 


© G AND sii : a : coe ; 2 : 
Se Ten ©. ter ee mee Soe | Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of | ‘ included in the third section of the general appro- 


which was negatived. 

The question to lay on the table was lost: Yeas | 
66, nays 122. 

The question was then stated on concurring in | 
the amendment appropriating $29,000 for the im- | 
provement of Deep Creek. 

Mr. BEATTY moved to amend the amendment 
by adding $50,000 for the improvement of the 
Cumberland river. 

Mr. B. went into an explanation of the propo- 
aition. 

Mr. PEYTON also supported the amendment | 
to the amendment at length. 

Mr. MILLER explained the motives upon which | 
he had moved the previous question. | 


| from the further consideration of the subject. | year 1834. 


| Potter, instructing the Committee on the Judi- 


|| vided for in an appropriation bill. 


Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster—22. 





June 19, 


_ one —— nes — 
to the heirs of the deceased, and to the wounded | bill making compensation to claimants for French 
seamen, at the same rate as is allowed in similar i spoliations previous to the year 1800. 








‘| cases in the naval service of the United States. || Mr. FORSYTH said it was obvious we were 


On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, the message | not able to pass this bill at the present session; he 
and documents were referred to the Committee on | moved to postpone it to the next sessiun of Cop. . 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. || gress. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- || Some discussion ensued on this motion, when 
nication from the Secretary of the Senate, enclosing | the question was determined in the affirmative by 
a supplemental list of petitions, public meetings, || the following vote: 

&c., both for and against the removal of the ce- || _YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 
posites and the recharier of the Bank of the United | Calhoun, Clay, Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, 
States, since the isth of May. King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, one thousand copies | Mangum, Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Robinson, 
were ordered to be printed. Swift, Tallmadge, Tyler, White, Wright—24. 

Mr. BiBB, frora the Committee on the Judi- || _NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clayton, 
ciary, to whom was referred the memorial of mem- || Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
bers of the Mississippi bar for removal of the Moore, Naudain, Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, 
district court of the United States from Natchez | Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Tipton, Tom- 

i} 


to Jackson, reported the same as inexpedient. linson, Webster, Wilkins—21. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the || GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL 
Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution || er. <) 
providing for the compensation of the Hon. Eus- || The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
sua R. Porrer, reported the same to the Senate, || the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
with a request that the committee be discharged | diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 


Mr. C. then explained the reasons why the com- 
mittee reported against the allowance of compen- 
sation to Mr. Potter. ‘ custom-house officers, was adopted. 

Aftersomeconversation between Mr.WRIGHT, | Mr. SOUTHARD then offered the following 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, and Mr. CLAYTON, | amendment to the amendment: 
upon a point of order, the committee was dis- || ‘* And provided further, that the said collectors, 
charged. ‘naval officers, and surveyors, shall render an 

Mr. WRIGHT then submitted an amendment | ‘ account quarterly to the Treasury; and the other 
to the resolution, with a view of testing the sense | ‘ officers herein named or referred to, shali render 
of the Senate as to the allowance of pay toJMr. | *an account quarterly to the respective collectors 
‘of the customs where they are employed, to be 
ciary to report a bill making the allowance; upon || ‘forwarded to the Treasury, of all the fees and 
which he asked the yeas and nays; which were ‘ emoluments whatever by them respectively 
ordered. ‘received, and of all expenses incident to their 

Mr. CLAY and Mr. CLAYTON opposed the || ‘ respective offices; which accounts shall be ren- 
amendment. || *dered on oath or affirmation, and shall be in such 

Mr. WEBSTER thought Mr. Potter was enti- || ‘ form, and be supported by such proofs to be pre- 
tled to one day’s pay and mileage, which ought to || ‘ scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, as will, 
be provided by law. ‘in his judgment, best improve the provisions of 

Mr. WRIGHT briefly supperted the amend- | ‘ this section, and show its operation and effect.” 
ment. || Which was adopted without opposition. 

Mr. KNIGHT was in favor of allowing an|| Mr. CLAY then moved tostrike out all the first 
equitable compensation to Mr. Potter, to be pro- | part of the amendment, in the following words: 

| ** That the Secretary of the Treasury be author- 
After some further remarks from Mr. BIBB, | ‘ized to pay the collectors, neval officers, survey- 


The proviso offered by Mr. Porter to the 
| amendment, relative to the fees to be allowed to 


| Mr. KNIGHT, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. TALL- | ‘ors, and their respective clerks, together with the 
| MADGE, thequestionontheresolution, asamend- || ‘ weighers and markers, of the several ports of the 


“ed, was determived in the affirmative by the fol- | ‘ United States, such sums as will give te said offi- 
lowing vote: f | ‘cere, respectively, the same compensation in the 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- | ‘ year 1834, according to the importations of that 
bers, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of | ‘ year,as they would have been entitled to receive, 
Alabama, Knight, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, | ‘if the act of 14th July, 1832, had not gone into 
Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Tallmadge, | ‘effect; and that the clerks employed by the 
Tyler, Waggaman, White, Wilkins, Wright— || ‘ respective collectors, &c, together with the 
24 || * markers, of the several ports, shall be paid for 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Clay, Clayton, | ‘the year 1833, as if they had been specifically 


Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, ‘ priation act of the year 1833.” 
Porter, Prentiss, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, || After some discussion, in which Mesare. CLAY, 
|, WRIGHT, BIBB,SILSBEE,SHEPLEY,WiL- 
KINS, and TALLMADGE, participated, at the 
suggestion of Mr. WEBS rER, 

The bill making appropriation for the repair of || Mr. CLAY withdrew his proposed amendment. 
the Cumberland road wastakenup,and,on motion Mr. SILSBEE then moved to strike out of the 
of Mr. HENDRICKS, the amendments of the || amendment * weighers, gaugers, markers, meas- 
House of Representatives were concurred in. | aoe he appraisers,’’ and ate aaa ie no — 

pe ie | Shall the compensation of any other officers n 
earn as from the House were read _ emit aut officers, and avai eee ~ 

A bill authorizing the Secretary ef the Treasury | €2,000each pe = ee eerie Ser = 1s 

: : . R per annum,” which was agreed to; and 
You. the right of way in certain cases in New | the amendment reported by the Committee on 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. LANE moved the House adjourn; which || _ A bill repealing certain acts of the Legislative || Finance, as amended, was agreed to. 


was carried. 
And the House adjourned, 





Tuurspay, June 19, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting despatches received 
from our Ministerto France, covering a letter from 
Captain Ballard, of the frigate United States, detail- 
ing a fatal accident, at Toulon, which led tothedeath 
of some French seamen, in firing a salute, three of | 
the ship’s guns being charged with ball. The | 
message recommended Congress to grant pensions | 


IN SENATE. | 


+ 


Several other amendments were offered, which 
will be given in the subsequent proceedings on the 


Council of Florida; | 
| __ A bill increasing the salaries of the judges of the || 
| Territories of Michigan, Arkansas, and Florida; | 


ill. 
j ° 
A bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of East || Mr. WILKINS gave notice that he should, to- 


| Florida: | Morrow, move the Senate, at as early an hour as 
bill blishi ‘is . || practicable, to go into executive business. 
o- alishing an additional land office in 1” Qeceuuiionef Oi. MANGUM, 


Mr. CHAMBERS, agreeably to notice, intro- | The Senate adjourned. 
duced a bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys; | 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 

| mittee on Indian Affairs. 





| >> Congress having fixed Monday, the 30th 
| instant, for the day of ee the — —_ 
| ber of the Congressional Globe will not be printe 
ee aenen rere, | until Tuesday, the lstof July; and the proceedings 
| ‘The Senate then resumed the consideration of the || of the last day of the session will be given in it. 
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